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the other places should not be over-
looked. 'We want better organisation at
our hospitals, and the system of red-tape
which prevails burnt up. I blave heard
of things whicll area discredit to the
department which contrels these institu-
tions. If the Government would keep
their servants up to date, it would be
better. In the Perth Hospital, 67 out of
Bl cases are suffering from typhoid; at
Coolgardie, 37 out of 91 cases, and as
regards Fremantle, I do not know the
vumber. "This shows that something
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ghould be done as soon as possible. With

regard to the Agricultural Bank, I think
it would be a good thing if the manager,
now that we have agricultural halls, were
to travel about and speak on the advant-
ages of the bank.
Fremantle harbor works arve finished
ships will be able to unload better than
at present. Qur railways are not carried
on as satisfactorily as they might be,
although there are many excuses for it.
In any event, it is better that we should
have goods waiting for trucks, tham
. trucks waiting for goods. It is proposed
to apply £1,000,000 to the purchase of
rolling-stock, and this shows that it is
imtended to Leep pace with the times.
I might point out that there is practically
no vote for immigration. At the present
time it 15 difficult to get labor on the
farms. [n the past, I am aware that
when people were brought out here they
soon migrated to the other colonies, but
things would be different now. If some-
thing is not done, we shall soon be in the
position we were in when we started our
rallways. ‘The men will leave the farms
as before, in order to obtain higher wages.
If, however, we get farm laborers from

England they would be more likely to

stay.
Question put wnd passed.
ADJOURNMENT,
The House ai 10 o’clock p.m. adjourned
until Wednesday, July 13, at 4 p.m.

I hope that when the :
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Fegislatibe Assembly,

Tuespay, 14tn Jurny, 1896.

Adoption of Childven Bill; first rewding
—Powers of Attorney Bill; first
reading—~Summary Jurisdiction (Mar-
ried Women) DBill; first reading—
Agriculturel Bank Acl Amendment
Bill ;  first  reading—Agrieultural
Lands Purchase Bill; first veading

—Address-in-Reply ;  resumption of
debate— A dfournmend.
The Speaker took the «c¢hair at

4.30 o’clock, p.m.
Prayers.

ADOPTTON OF CHILDREN BILL.

Introduced by Mr. Moss, and rend a
first time.

POWERS OF ATIORNEY BILL.
Introduced by Mr. Moss, and read a
first time.

SUMMARY  JURISDICTION

WOMUEN) BILL.

Introduced by Mr. Moss, and read a
first time.

(MARRIED

AGRICULVUORAL BANK ACT
MENT BILL,

AMEND-

Recommended in His Excellency the
(overnor’s message; introduced by the
Premier, and read a first time.

AGRICULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE
BILL.

Recommended in His BExcellency the

' (fovernor’s message; introduced by the

Premier, and read a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
THE AINOURKED DEBATE.

The adjourned debate, on the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-
Reply to the Speech of His Excellency
the Glovernor, was resumed.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: Mr. Speaker,
perbaps at no time in the history of this
colony was it more necessary that honor-
able members in charge of the responsi-
bility of directing the affairs of this
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country should enter upon their duties
with more¢ care than at the present time.
There are seasons in the history of
nations, as well as in the history of in-
dividuals, when there comes a parting of
the wuys, and when a step taken in a
wrong direction leads to disaster, to
turmoil,and toheartburning. I take it, sir,
that we have arrived at one of these
partingsof the ways, to-day ; and.in enter-
- ng upon the lcf’lslatl\’e dumes which fall
to us in this session, we either make or
mar the destiny of this country for many
years to come. We have expected,
sir, that the Government would
present  to  the country a  bold
policy. We  have expected, and
have been led to expect, that the policy
would be wide-reaching, and that it
would in some respects stagger mogl men
who heard that policy announced. Not-
withstanding the expectation that thus
was awakened, I venture tn say that hon.
members of this House, and hon. wem-
bers of another place, and the country at
large, were more than stagpgered at the
proposuls which were laid before the
country in the Address which was
read at the opening of Parliament.
It will Dbe _necessary, sir, m order
te do one’s duty m  connection
with so great a question, to deal at some
length with the proposals which are laid
before the House; bLecanse the impres-
gions which will go forth from the issue
of this debate on the Address-m-Reply
will necessarily very materially affect the
issues of the Bills and questions which
are referred to in that Addvess. We
may, sir, I think, hearlily join in the
congratulations which are expreseed in
the outset of the Address, in reference to
the financial position of the country. It
is a matter for congratulation, and if is
also a matter whieh is liable to lead to
danger. Perbaps at no time—indeed, I
may safely say at no time—in the his-
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" policy.

tory of West Australia was a Treasurer -

in such a grand position, ﬁn’l.uua,llv,
-as the Treasurer of this colony is in to-
day. We are fnlly prepared to admit
that the finances are in an excellent con-
dition. We are fully prepared to admit,
of course, that all the laudation which

has heen expressed m reference to these -

finances are justly located on the head of
the Treasurer and his colleagues in the
Ministry. We must admit that there
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can be no influence at work—that it is
utterly impossible any influence can be
at work—other than the influence of the
Ministry, in bringing about this satis-
factory condition of the country's
finances; and especially when we have a
Ministry of this particular character; a
Ministry that is kaleidoscopic in its
nature, and has for its policy a chameleon
The financial position and
prospects of the country are undoubtedly
great, and T am one of those who, per-
haps of all members of the House, will
be found optimistic m regard to its
future. When the estimates of the
Treasurer were laid before this House in
1894, and a loan policy of a million and
a half was laid before this House, I then
urged that the increasing revenue wonld
prove itself sufficient for all the wants of
unproductive works, and T urged the
Government to cut out of the Loan Bill
the half million of money which it was
proposed to spend on unproductive works.
Now, that forecast has been more than
justified. The Treasurer is now In a
position—though I located the years
and the time when that money would be
here and would be required—he s in a
far better position than in the forecast
which T then gave. Last year, when the
Treasurer placed the Budyget hefore the
House. 1 again repeated that the
Treasurer had largely under-estimated
hi- revenue; and while I then admitted,
and I still admit, that it was wise on
that occasion to Dhe rather under the
mark than a little over, because there
would be un attempt, of course, in the
prosperous days, to make a combined
raid upon the Treasury, I am still opti-
mistic in regard to the revenue of this
country. 'To-day, we stand at something
over £1,800,000; and T suppose | should
fiud some honorable members on the
benches opposite (Ministerial side) jeor-
ing as they did last year, if I were to say
that the revenue of this country in the
year that i3 comiug. including the addi-
tional railways that may then be in the
possession of the Government, will be
beyond two millions and a half. That,
perhaps, is a forecast that may not be justi-
fied; but I venture it, sir, and | venture
to aflirm that the year’s issue will prove
that I am under rather than over the
mark. Seeing, then, that I have no fears
on the score of the future of this country,
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or of its revenue, shall T be found to fear
to go forward in necessary public works
which are to the advantage of this
country ¥ I am also perfectly satisfied
that there will be a very large increase of
population in this country during the
years that are coming, and from that
standpomt there is somewhat of justifi-
cation for taking a step forward. But,
tiv, what I desire te impress upon the
House and the country to-day is that,
while that step should be bold and feur.
less, it shall not be rash and unwise ; and
while we have large revenues to dispose
of, and while we have a great and noble
future, we shall not be found to frive-
lously waste that revenue in wild schemes,
simply to gratify the sentiment of the
hour. The next point I have to express
vongratulations upon is the new Minister.
It may seem very peculiar, but in every
session since I have been in this House,
indeed since I have been in this country,
Parliament has opened with a new Minis-
ter. There has been no resignation at
the opeuning, but there has always been a
new Mimster. There has always been this
process of reconstruction. Well, perhaps
it is better than destruction, after all, for
we might destroy and not be able to
build up; but this process of reconstrue-
tion grows somewhat rionotonous, and
here we have it again. I am reminded,
sir, of that statement we have read in
holy writ, of a chriain eminent lady of
Samaria, of whom it was said, on the
highest authority, that she had five hus-
bands, and the one she then had was not
her busband. Well, we have had five
Forrest Ministries, and the one we have
now is not the Forrest Government.
But, notwithstanding the perpetual
changesthat are going on, the Premier is
still at the wheel. The Attorney-General,
ncting as bowsprit of the ship, though
someéwhat threatened with a so-called
resignation, is either holding on or is held
on—I am not certain which. The fore-
mast went a long time ago—the ship only
had one jury mast—and if is our solemn
duty to record that he has gone from us
for ever. The hind-mast—he went a
long time ago. And now, since we last
met, the main-mast has beon thrown over
—shattered by the Premier's own hand.
But still the Premier stands at the wheel,
and looks outlat the gathering night.
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He says “ There are rocks ahead!” He
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doubtless feels himself sufficiently compe-
tent tosteer the ship clearof thoserocks—
letus hope that he may besuccessful. He
stands at the wheel, and calls to the coun-
try : “ All's well ; all's well. I have half a
million sarplus, and three-quarters of a
million loan money, in the bunkers of the
old ship. All’s well; all's well” Then
he marches on to the quarter deck, and
gings: “ Colleagues may come and col-
leagues may go, but I go on for ever I
Well, sir, if this Ministry is not a good
Ministry, it is not the fault of the Pre-
mier; he hus changed it often enough.
He has gathered s strength from all
sides of the House—first from the
Opposition bench; then from the
Ministerial corner; then from the
Opposition benches in another place;
and last, but not least, sir, he has now—
wondrous to behold!—been able to
recrait his Ministry from the divect
Ministerial bench behind him. The
Ministry may bope that at last there will
be peace. Well, sir, I venture to assert
that thiskind of Ministerial reconstruction
Is unique in the annals of British insti-
tutions. There is nothing iike making
history, sir, 8o long as you make it good;
and one thing is pretty fairly certain,
that when it is necessary to make history,
the honorable the Premier is fully
prepared to do his duty in that particular
respect, Precedents go for nothing;
practice—well, our practice is of course
the best practice. Heterodoxy is your
doxy, orthodoxy is my doxy. The
Ministerial practice is correct practice,
and who will say nay? YetI venture to
say that in other hands, less wise, this
continual process of reconstruction, and
especially during the recess, will be
found dangerous to any country, and
consequently I thmnk that on every
oceasion it is one’s duty to enter, if not a
strong, at least a mild, protest against
this practice. Turning now from the
composition of the Ministry tothe actions
of the Ministry—this good Ministry
which has so often been reconstructed ;
this best of all possible Ministries in this
best of all possible Parliaments, and this
best of all possible worlds—because all
things require to be tested, and it is an
axiom in politics, as clsewhere, that by
their fruits shall ye know them—now,
tested by this principle, what do we find ?
I venture to assert that a scentiment
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expressed to me by a gentleman a [ reserve!

while ago is not. far  out, when
he said the administration of this
country is something atrocious, from be-
ginning toend. Well, we begin with the
Treasury, and, linking it with the Works
Account Departiment, there is something
going on in connection with the Treasury
and the Works Account Department that
is lamentable in the extreme. The con-
ditions are these-—not to speak of such
things as the Auditor-General refers to
in bis anoual report on the public
accounts, of lost ledgers, of lost pass-
books abd missing balance-sheets, hut to
speak of daily events—contractors cannot
get their money, although the Treasury
is overflowing ; the payment of accounts
for work done cannot be got when due,
and as a consequence the contracting of
the public works of this colony is being
thrown into the hands of capitalists,
adversely to the other contractors, because
only the men of means will be able to
endure the strain, and worry, and loss,
and delay now experienced in the settle-
ment of public accounts for work done.
Only such men as these will dare to
tender, and as a consequence public works
are being taken at a price higher than
need be given, and public loss is the con-
sequence, because of a system which will
only allow accounts to be paidl on one
particular day of the month, and even
then only those accounts that are in by a
certain date. If we pass on from the
Treasury to the Works Department, here
we¢ have a weariness of the flesh. Even
according to the evidence, the able evi-
.dence, of the hon. member for the
Moore, who is entrusted with the moving
of this Address-in-Reply. in that sardonic
maanner which is bis custown, he presented
to this House the picture of a long-
suffering public waiting at the door of
the Public Works Department, begging
to have certain works done, and hearing
some somnolent individual inside erying,
“You have waked me too soon; let
me slumber again” Well, I venture
to assert that it was a true picture of a
real fact. Works!—why, if you look at
these proposals which are laid on the
table of the House, one would imagine
that the Public Works Department was
prepared to take upon itself the whole
work of this and half-a.dozen other colo-
nies, without hesitation and without
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And yet there are public works
which have been on the board 18 months,
and which, I question nof, are noi yet
done. At any rate, we voted public
works last year of which we hear nothing,
aud whether they will ever be done, or
whether they are even yet begun, is a
question known only to futurity, If we
take the survey of the operations of the
Works Department outside, we find the
monuments of failure are strewn all over
this country. We need not go far to
find the beginning of a wretched orderly
room, placed here on the very best piece
of land which the Govermment possess,
and ovcupying the whole space, yet lying
there for montha unfinished—and let us
hope it never will be fAnished. All over
this country monmmnents of failure,
of wrong, of waste, of ruiu, lie
at the door of the Works Department.
If we turn to the Works Department and
to the Railway Department, we find there
a hopeless muddle, producing ruin to in-
dividuals and loss to the State. Iam
prepared to admit that the present
Minister for Railways tries to do his
duty, and when I say that, I am not pre-
pared to admit that the former Minister
of the department did not try to do his
duty. I believe that efforts are being
made to improve the departmental man-
agement, but all its connection wilh the
public is a hopeless muddle. If we turn
to our genial friend who presides over the
somnolent and lethargic Lands Depart-
ment, the best that we can say of him is
that, if he has nover done any good. he
has never done any harm, unless he is to
be held responsible for such oceur-
rences as that about which a rather
amusing stery is told by a Coolgardie
paper. ‘“About a fortnight ago,” says
the paper, “some cases of apples which
had been imported from South Anstraiia,
and brought to Coolgardie, fell into the
huands of the police as contraband goods,
They had been imported as preserved
apples, thus evading a section of the
Import Duties Act. We bad an oppor-
tunity of seeing the apples; there were
twenty-four cases of them, and they were
of the finest description. Judge of our
astonishment when we heard that the
whole of them, cases and all, bad been
destroyed. It appears that the inspector
wired to Perth for instructions concern-
ing their disposal, and an order was re-
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ceived from the Secretary of the Bureau
of Apriculture to have them burned. This
dog-in-the-manger policy had, of course,
to be carried out, and the melancholy
spectacle was presented of the police
earrying away to be burned a quantity of
valuable frot.” [Tue PreEmIer: That
was at Albany.] The man who saw the
apples surely ought to have known where
they were, and he gaid that thev were at
Coolgardie. Now, it the apples had heen
destroyed at the port, it might have been
suid that there was a possibilify of the
Codlin moth or some other pest of the
orchard being introdueed, to the danger of
the hardy peasantry of this country. But
will any man possessing any inteliigence
say that therewasany dangerof the Codlin
moth climbing over the mulga for a dis-
tance of three hvndred miles to get to an
orchard ¥ Therefore, I say that it was
an act of wantonness to destroy
fruit which is necessary to preserve
the lives and the health of the people on
the goldfields, where frunit is very scarce.
[THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You can’t
give apples to typhoid patients.] I have
not yet heard that the gentleman who
acts us legal adviser to the Government
hag qualified as M.D. [Tuz ArrorNey-
GesgraL: No; but he is qualified by
common sense.] TLet us turn now to that
wretched concern which we term the
Post and Telegraph Office, and about
which the curses of the public have been
loud and deep. It is unfortunate that,
while complaints against the administra-
tion of the department have been so
strong and general that the Postmaster-
General should have stated that he de-
spised the criticisms of the public and the
press——{Tae Pzemier : Oh, no, no.]
But I say ves. [M=r. Simrson: The
statement was made in every paper in the
country.] [Tae PreEMIER: Bunt there
were no reporters present.] I affirm that
it was made; it was made in the presence
of hundreds of witnesses, and I defy the
Government to dispute it. The incapacity
of the department causes serious loss to
thepeople. I have received a letter, with
which I shall not now trouble the House,
giving a case in point. A man who had
been advised that a registered letter
awaited him at the Post-office made
application at the office, and was told
that there was no letter for him. He
was advised by telegram that the letter
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had been duly posted. He maden second
application, and wasagain told that there
was noletter. He produced the telegram,
anddemanded thatthereshould be asearch;
then the letter which contained money
was found, but too lute for the purposes
of the recipient, and the result was that
he lost £150—a very serious loss to a
working man. This is a sample of the
way in which hundreds of pounds have
been lost by the public during the year;
in fact, what this country has suffered
through the lackes of the postal service
is beyond deseription. If there was any
possibility of the department being
materially altered, we might hope for
better things, but all the adverse criticism
has failed to make any impression upon
the Minister, who supports the Post-
master-General, while the departinent is
thoroughly disorganised. There is not
a single branch of the department that is
not a hopeless wreek, and the publieg, who
ought to be aided and assisted by the
Post and Telegraph Offices, are injured
by the mismanagement of the depart-
ment. Now, if we move on to the Mines
Department, all I cun say is that, if one-
tenth of the statements which are made
in the public press abous the Minister at
the head of that department are true, he
should not continue to hold his position.
1t is said that the department is full of
rottenness and corruption. [THE Pre-
MIER : Who says that?] Well, perhaps
the Premier, who sits for Bunbury, will
be perfectly satisfied with the authority
of the Bunbury Herald, which, under dute
July 3, says :—* The matter now stands
thus: The Minister is charged with
allowing himself to bhe influenced in
matters which come before him for ap-
peal by the interested parties. The
department is declared to bLe rotten from
top to bottom, and still the Minister
refuses to vindicate either his own honesty
of purpose or the honesty of his depart-
ment.” The Premier could not bave
a higher authority than the Bunbury
Herald. [Tee PrEmMiEr: It isa very
good newspaper.] The Herald would not
willingly publish a single statement thai
was derogatory to the Government of
whiclk the Premier was the head. Well,
the goldfields know something about this
question. What do we read in the gold-
ficlds press ¢  Hannan's Herald of June
30, in a trenchant article, says:—*We
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may at a future date have a sensational
story to relate of how o prominent, gold-
fields official levied blacknmil on is
political chief in licu of dismissal. Despite
desperate attempts that are being wmade
to gag the press, investigations must
follow, after which a healthy Government
Department will spring np from where a
state of chaos and corruption now pre-
vails.”” I hope the Premier will admit
the authenticity of a document signed by
the Under-Secretary for Mines, which is
published in the Coolyardie Pioneer. Tt
says that the Minister has been influencing
the Warden prior to the hearing of the
evidence in a cage that was to come hefore
the 'Warden for his decision. The article
is as follows:—**L beg to inform you that
the Ministor considers MeDonald has no
claim to exeess on the application for
1649 beyond his pegs, and that Parkes’
application for & small triangle adjoining
84 should be favored —Signed, Hewry
Prinser, Under-Secretury for Mines.
27th April, 1896 The important point
in connection with this epistle is the fact
that the matter did not come officially
betore the Warden until May 15, and
therefore the Minister has apparently
been giving instructions as to what the
verdict should be nearly three weeks
before the hearing of the cuse! The
public are rapidly lesing all confidence in

the purity of the Warden's Courts
and the tenure of properties held
under lease from the Crawn. This

scandalous stute of affairs illustrates
in the most forcible manner the necessity
which exists, and to which we have
frequently referred, of divorcing the
administrative from the judicial side of
ithe department.  Apart entively from the
merits of the present case, the position
of the Minister and the Wardens is
an anomalous and dangerous one, and
the only remedy we can discern is to place
this important branch of the magistracy
eilher in o position of independence, or to
put it under the comtrol of o specially.
appointed Supreme Court judge. The
atmosphere at present is be-fogged with
suspicion, and must be cleared at any
cost, let who will suffer in the process.
Parliament will re-assemble shortly, and
if there is o member in the House who is
worth the few gallons of air he breathes,
that man will sec it to be his plain and
absolute duty to do his best to ventilate

[14 JuwLy, 1896.]

Addvess-in-Reply. 49

this matter, and, if ncedful, to block all
buginess of whatsoever kind until this
unsavory business has heen made the
subject of an exhaustive and public
inquiry, and until some radical remedy
has been devised, which will render
impossible such happenings in the future.
We must either find a remedy, even if it
means the remodelling of the entire
department and the retirement of its
present chief, or we must be prepared to
lose the fertilising stream of capital
which has hitherto heen of so much
benefit to Western Australin.  Whether
the existing controversy wrecks Mr.
Wittenoom’s career as a Minister matters
not one iota. What we have to sce to is
that the distrust of the Dcpartinent of
Mines now prevalent does not wreck the
gold-mining industry. Mr. Wiitenoom
bas had a very good innings, and the
tiine has now come for him to shufile off
the stage of public life to the accompany-
ing grouns of the people, or, like Mr.
Venn, be ignowiniously sacked in his
nightshirt, or even minus that unromantic
garment.” [Twe PrREmrer: What paper
is that 3] The Coolgardie Pioneer ; the
hon. member has never heard of it, but
possibly he will. Tt is clear that such
statements as these cannot be passed
lightly by, hut I am sure we shall all be
gratified. None will be more so than
myself, if it should be proved that every
statenent that has been made in the
press against the Minister of the Mines
Department is a false one. But these
statements should be either supported by
evidence or withdrawn. If the Ministry
is not prepared to take the necessary
action to bring the allegations before a
board ora court in this colony, in order to
investigate statements which are so
derogatory to the public honor of this
mosh important department, I deem it to
be the bounden duty of members of this
House to take care that the charges shall
be inguired inlo by a competent board.
Gnless this House is prepared to take
this step, it will be impossible to dissipate
the gloom which surrounds the depari-
ment and the Minister while such things
are written and published and remain
unchallenged.  Even yesterday, in a
paper which is in the hands of the
Premier—I mean the Daily News—there
were comments reflecting upon the non.
payment of overtime in the Police Depart-
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ment. Iwill not trouble the House with the
statement, but the substance of it is that
there is something wrong in this Polies
Department, thal requires investigation,
Tt is declared that there is o great deal of
dissatistaction in the depariment, aml
that a great deal of overtime duty is done
that is not paid for. In regard fo the
police, T am an eight-hours mau, and J
believe that, if eight hours are enongh for
an  ordinary man  to work, they are
enoligh for the police.  This department,
which is under the control of the Premier,
is one that T bave had to ask questions
about for the lust two years.  Although
it has hitherto been denied that the police
of this colony have no Sunday off, it now
appears that they dowork seven days each
week. The police form part of the public
service, and I think that we should wot
expect the members of the force to work
a day and o half for a day's pay, any more
than the memhers of  any other
departinent should be expected to do so.
It is also stated that, in the matter of
promotion, experienced men have been
passed over in favor of those who have
not been so long in the service; bat L will
pass this for the moment, as another oppor-
tunity will be afforded of discussing it
It the defects which were complaimed of
were condemned by the Ministry ; if they
gaid houestly and fairly, « Well, gentle-
men, we have left undone that which we
ought to have done,” then people might
be disposed to hope for betler things; hut
we are called upon to take off our hats
anil shout ** hurrah 1" for the only perfect:
Ministry that the world has ever seen or
ever will see.  To rome fo the vice-regal
Speech, I may say that T look at it with
some disappointment : it is hig enough -
there is enough of it; Lut T am disgy-
pointed with it because there arenot more
distinct statements in i, upon important
things which we expected to sec in this
Speech as an indication of what the work
of the session was to be. In the Mining
Department there has heen a great deal
of roomn for misreading Clause XL of
“«Phe Goldficlds Act””  There has heen
deputation upon deputation fo urge the
amencment of this clause.  One of these
influential deputations waited not only
upon the Minister for Mines, but upon the
Premicr, and it was most distinetly nnder-
gtond that during this session, Parliaiment
would be asked to pass an wmending hill
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in order to make the interpretation of
Clause XTI elear, and in aceordance with
the wishes of the goldfields. T had also
liopel that in view of the danger that was
eseaped i connection with the Hampton
Plaius Byndicate, in connection with the
vexed guestion of mining on private pro-
perty. and the proclamation of the Dan-
dalup  goldficlds, steps would  have
been taken {o afford proteciion, which
had been Found Lo he necesaary, during the
recess. Afler all the risk we have van,
1 thoucht the Government wonld have
tuken some action to deal clearly and con-
clusively in vegued to mining on private
propertics. by Dbringing in a bill  to
clear away the difficalties surrounding
the question, but we have no indication
in the vice-remal Speech of their intention
to do so, nor for correcting any of the
defects of the Miving Department, We
are not assured, nor led to expect, that
there will be any change in the adminis-

tration of the Mines Department,
but we are informed that some aftempts
are to he made to give increased

representation to the goldfields ; hut it is
not promisel that inercased representa-
tion shall be upon the basis of popula-
tion. Noris there any indication that
the Govermnent propose, in bringing this
reform of the Constitntion before the
House, to touch those vital questions
which are hefore the conntry, and which
are occupying the public mind.  We find

ourselves toaday i a position  that
is most  peeuliar. T have  again
to  vefer to the condition of re-

presenfation in this House. I have the
figures up to the close of the vear 189,
The total sumber of clectors upon the
rolls in December of that year was
15,029. The members of the House were
elected o this way @ that 11 members sat
for 1,188 electors. If we add six more
to this number, mwaking it 17, or a clear
majority of the memhbers of the House,
that is 17, they would, upon the same
propartion of votes, sit for 2,786 voters,
It we po a step further and fake jn 27
members of this House, we find that those
27 members sat fo bl‘Olll_\' 7.567 voters, and
the remaining members, nunely six, sat
for 7.167 voters, Now T sayv thal this is
an anonulous position, and that this
couniry is not satisfie] with the House,
and it will not e satisfied until it «biuins
somethiing ke eguitable representation.
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Tauxation is going on ab the rate of over
£6 per head in this colony.  There are
125,000 people heve to-day, and there are
only 15,000 people out of the 125,000
who have any votes in the expenditure of
the taxes of Western Australia.  And I
say that such a condition of things
cannot be allowed to continue in this
country, and that if the Government
will not face the question this session,
difficulties must necessarily ayise. Now,
I for oneam not prepared to put up witha
mere maka-shift, measure.  This reform
of increased represcntation is demanded
by the country at large. 'L'his reform I
urged upen the country during last
gession. and the preceding one. This
reform I have discussed upon the plat-
form in my own eélectorate, and this in-
creased representation is a reform that
has been discussed at the largest meet-
ing ever held in this colony—in the
Town-hall of Perth, and I say that this
condition of the uncqual voting power
of the people must be altured; but the
bill which the Government proposes to
bring in is only a make-shift measure
which cannot be satisfactory to this
House, and it certainly will not give
satisfaction to the countrv. In the re-
formn there must be complete represen-
tation of the people, and not of vacant
land. There mast by a full representa-
tion of the people upon the basis of
population, except in the case of the Nor'
West, which T admit to be, from iis
iolated position and sparse population,
a peculiar one. I admib the justice of
dealingexceptionally with the Nor'-West,
and I shall be quite prepared to do so.
As far as the mass of people of the
colony is concerned, there is only one
equitable principle npon which representa-

tion can be based, and that is
representation on the basis of popu-
lation. The goldficlds population,

aa T have the figures before me to prove,
contribute more than half of therevenue of
this eolony. Now these people, by reason
of their avocation, cannot scttle in any
one district for a sufficient length of time
to énable them to obtain votes under the
prescut law, but what is demanded by the
goldfields districts, and what is equitable
to the men who reside and labor
in them, is tha®t the possession of a
miner's right shall be accepted us a
taxpaver's right to voie, and thai
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the names of the holders of sueh rights
shall be sent to the Registrar for registra-
tion, so that they may take part in the
election of members for the Legislative
Assommbly and the Tegislative Coun-
¢il. Only in this way can we obtain
a fair and equitable vote for the mining
districts.  Incriticising the administra-
tion of the departments. I am ready to
admis that some of the defects which
have grown up ure due to the fact that
Ministers have too much work to do. Lam
willing to givethem every eredit for having
done their best to cope with a rapid in-
crease of work, but if o Minister finds
that he is overtasked, he should resign
some of his functions. For example, the
Minister for Mines might give up the con-
trol of the Post-oftice, ullowing the Post-
master-General to be elected as the
Ministerial head of that department, and
that would give us an opportunity of
saying what we think of his administra-
tion. In his presentposition he is simply
gheltered by his Minister, but if he bad a
place on the floor of this House as minis-
terial bead of the department, we could
speak plainly about him. What I ask
for is that, if we have increased represen-
tation, there should also be an increase in
the number of Ministers, so that the work
of their departments may be properly done.
And next [ ask that, while the sminending
Electoral Bill is before the House, there
shall be a complete and final and total
abolition of plural and proxy voting,
[Tar Premier: There is no proxy vot-
mng.] T ask hon. members to note that
the Premier of this colony says there is
no proxy voting under the present Elec-
toral Act. [Tne PreEsier: What do
you cull proxy veting?] Why, proxy
vobing means voting by proxy, by deputy.
Iam not prepared to enter into hair-
splitting. nor to struddle onarail. Also,
I wanted to sce in this Speech seme indi-
cation that there is going to be an altera-
tion in the tariff, and the abolition
of the oppressive taxes levied on the cost
of living, while there is no possibility of -
the country producing encugh food for
its peeple. I hope that the time is com-
ing when the Ministry will have courage
-—for it will require courige -to relieve
the people who live by their labor on the
goldfields of an artificial orice of food. I
hope that when this tariff  veform
v comes it will be thorough, and that it well
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include the abolition of duty on mining
machinery, to assist the mining industry.
There is another thing which does not
appear inthiz Speech which T had hoped for
and expected to sce. Very much has been
said of the difficulties of which the mem-
bers of the Civil Serviceare so londly com-
plaining. Infaet, from the remarks made
on the floor of the House, I had the convie-
tion, although it may have been a dream,
that Ministers had pledged themselvestoa
reform of the Civil Service. [Tue
Premier: We were waiting for the
report of the Civil SBervice Commission. |
The Commission! Why, it is a patent
whitewashing machine adopted by every
Government that wishes to hide defects.
I find the system of the Civil Service 1s
absolutely destructive of efficiency ; men
are promoted by favoritism and not by
merit. [Tue Premier: OLW'] Tf the
Premier does not know if, I know it. It
is somewhat strange that a private mem-
ber of this Housec shonld koow these
things without Ministers knowing them.
I know it, and I can produce instances.
I want to sec something done to put the
Civil Service npon a proper basis, and 1
hope that the Government will not allow
the session lo poss without doing it. 1
want to sce some scheme adopted for
putting the Civil Serviee upon some
distinet, equitable bnsis, so that the
gervice may be treated as o public service.
In private life, when we engage a servant
we sen that he does his work, and we puy
him for it. Now, in these departments of
the State there are many men who do not
do an honest day's work for a fair day’s
pay. (Hear, hear.) And there are men
in the Civil Service who are doing a day’s
work for halt a day’s pay. (Hear, hear)
The men are not properly paid; they are
submitting to the sweating svstem of
the Government. (Hear, hear.) There
are other men who do mot do
half -a day’s work for their pay.
These are things which are bringing dis-
organisation into theservice. I am sorry
to have to relate them, but it really ig the
duty of Ministers to know these affairs,
which are open secrets as well as
known to private members. It is known
to ali intelligent men in this country
that these conditions do exist, Although
we are few in nunber on this side of the
House, we must continue to agitate
until a sense of righteousness and in.
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tegrity comes intothe minds of the Minis-
try upon this question. We want a
good day’s work out of our servants. I
do not want any individual, whether a
servant of the State or not, to work nine
hours and receive ouly eight hours’ pay.
At the same time, I do not think we are
willing to pay any man for workimg
eight hours when be works only five.
This requires to be altered. Appoint.
ments should be made after examination,
and promotions made npon merit, and
not by favoritism. Efficiency in the
service can ouly be secured in this way.
Wealso want the officials in the public
service properly paid, and to get the
Lest talent for our money. There are a
few other things which I expected to
find in the Speech. I expected and
hoped that the hon, the Minister for
Railways, on Lhe first oceasion of his
assumption of office, would bave pro-
pused a rallway—I am almost afraid to
suy it—from Coolgardie to Dundas. We
have a ratlway here spoken of-—and we
are always grateful for small mercies—
from Cue to Nammine, which, however,
forms no part of the Government scheme,
and it is not to be built oul of horrowed
money. I did  expect the Govern-
ment would have had the conrage to
face the oxpansion of the railway
system to Lawlers, where o large
centre of the mining industry las
sprung up. However, the Government
have seen fit in their wisdom to open a
Warden’s Court in that district, yet we
hear nothing whatever to indicate that
this luwrge centre will  be connected
by railway.

Tue  CoMMISSIONER  OF
Laxvs: We want a bigger loan.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: You might
as well bave made it five millions. I
say that the railway should be continued
towards Peak Hill, where one of the
richest fields in this colony is only wait-
ing for the necessary development
wlich railway connection would bring.
There is not w single word about the in-
tention of the Government in regard to
extending the railway in this disteict,
which I have the hounor to represent.
The Government bave not even faced the
requirements of Pilbarra in this respect.
The hon. member who represents that
district is not now in his place, but I
may say here that we had almost 2 pro-

Oroww
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mise from the Governwment last session
that the Northern Railway would
be extended to Pilbarra. Then the
bon. member who sits for Plantagenet,
in a notable speech away on the coast,
practically led the people there to believe
that the Government were pledged to a
railway from Esperance to Dundas.
What has become of that promise, for
the people tool: it that way ?  Either the
hon. member was indistinet in his re-
marks, or the people over-sanguine as to
his utterances; but the result was the
same. The people held w high jubilation
over their expectations, and some of
them did not “go howe till worning.”
There is another question, a grave ques-
tion, which must come under the cogni-
sance of this House: that is the oft-re-
peated question of the Midland Railway.
We have nearly paid up to the limit of
the interest, something like £18,000 out
of £20,000. The land is locked up, that
land  which  the Thon. gentleman
who sits on the DMinisterial side of
the House would like to hand over to
the “huardy peasantry,” the * basis of
the agricultural interest and of national
life.”  We have heard these utterances
often in respect to the lands of the
country, which have to be opened up, and
here, where a railway does exist and agri-
culture would be remunerstive, we go on
paying the interest under this wretched
gnarantee, and not a single member of
the Ministry has Lbe courage to enforce
therights under the guarantee. I hopethat
the Government will have courage in this
matter, and when the iime comes they
will exercise their rights and settle the
agricaltural labover on these lande, and
g0 create the ° bardy peasantry,” the
*“ great stay of the agricultural interest.”
We have learnt from the press that the
Government intend to buy the Greab
Southern Railway. Given a fair and
equitable price, and upon equilable con-
ditions, I should be disposed to support
them in that proposal. Although the
press has said that, and although some
of the DMinistry hinted at the same
thing, there 1is not a single word
about it in the Speech ; but when I turn

over the page, I see that the Government !

propose to construct a large number of
agricultural railways. [THE PrEMIER:
Out of the revenue.] Yes, out of the
revenue, which probably we may want
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| for some other purpose. In connection
i with this propasal to construes agricul-
* taralrailways, the question presents itself

—Are we in this House foolish enough
l to vote money for agricultural railways ?

Are we to be asked to sanction the raising
of money for this purpose? Isthisa
dark horse in the Ministerial programme ¥
For if the Midland and Great Scuthern
lands come back into the hands of the
Government, the necessity for these
agricultaral railways ceases to exist, for
we shall have cuough land opened up for
the next ten years.

Tue Peemrer: We intend to open up
the whole country.

Me, TLLINGWORTH : We have no
lightupon theintentions of the G overnment,
with regard to this question. T suy that
that is a grave omission—grave in this
sense, that the withholding of the in-
formation which we desire materially
affects  the position  which  hon.
members  on  this  side of the
House will take up concerning the
proposals of the Government. Certainly,
the Goverument should at the very outset
have placed this information hefore us.

Tue Premier: We will tell you in a
few days.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : Coming now
to the Address itself, we have at
the very first of it—in Clause 2—one of
those manifestations of the chameleon
policy of this Government. Hon. mem-
hers on this side of the House have urged
the question of Federation at great length
upon the Government, but were ireated
very coolly indeed — [Tue PreMIER:
No.] —and yet we have here, as the
first plank in the Government platform,
this question of Federation. Iam very
glad to hear that the color of the animal
has changed—[ToE Premier: Nol—
and that the influence brought to bear
has been sufficient to move them to
something worthy of commendation ;
also to find that on. members whe hold
such an important position as the Minis-
try do can be influenced by minor con-
siderations, be reached by public opinion,
and lake suggestions from sources other
than the concentrated wisdom on the
otherside. I congratulate them upon this
change. We are now told tihat the
question is occupying the atiention of all
the other colomes. Before I leave this
| question, I want to suggest that when the
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question comes before the House I hope
the Government will be in ewrnest over
this question, for I don’ believe in half
measures. 1 hope the Government
will go ecither for it or against
it, and let us know their true posi-
tion. I suppose it will be admitted hy
all capable of judging that Sir Samuel
Griflith, Chief Justice of Queensland, is
the man above all others in Australia
who has the broadest grasp of this
Federal question. In o recent speech
made in his capacity of President of the
Bchoo!l of Arts in Brisbane, he guve
gome very striking figures upon this
question, and I bave a particular desire
to call the attention of the hon. member
who sits for tbe largest constituency in
this House (the hon. member for West
Perth) 1o the statement which this
authority makes. The figures are
analysed, but I will not deal with the
proposed scheme, or what, in its results,
it will lead to, but before placing these
figures before the House I want to state
that there is a. general misapprehension
in the public mind with regurd to what
is involved in this question of Federation
There is an assumnption that the whole
of the revenue of the colonies will have
to be pooled. I deny that. All that is
intended to be pooled is  herevenue from
the posts and telegraphs, customs houses,
and inland excise.  Sir Samucl Griffith
suys that the proposed scheme would
leave Victoria the loser to the cxtent of
£239000. 1 think i iz a remarkable
feuture of this guestion that the most
enthusiastic colony of the group is the
one that will lose most by it, so far as
mere figures are concerned. Nexton the
list is Tasmania, which will lose £29,000 ;
following her South Australia, which

will  lose £28,000. Queensland—
and, strange to say, the atti-
tude of Queensland has mnot been

burried—Queensland will gain £56,000,
and Western Australia, concerning whom
it is said to enter into this Federation
would be a disadvantage and a loss,
will gain £19,000 per year. These
are the results which so able & man us
Sir Samuel Griftith, a man who has a
broad grasp of this question, has worked
out recently—worked out with a most
careful analysis of the whole question
and its difficultivs. What I particularly
want Lo call the attention of this Honse
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to is thut. in eniering iuto this Federal
Union, the greub bulk of our revenue,
which comes from the goldfields, would
not be touched ; onty that which comes
from our Customs house, post-oflice, and
exvise.  [Tue Presirer: How much
revenuc P As much as you waut; vou
would bavean ample revenue, even leaving
the Customs out. The receipts from
land rents this year will be £100,000.
Toe Preming : That's not mining.
Mz. ILLINGWORTH : The point I
want to get at is this: If these colonies
are going in for Federation it would hbe,
in my opinion, the utmnest folly for us
to lag behind, or otherwise to allow the
colonies to federate without our having a
voice in the construction of that Federa-
tionscheme. Ifthecoloniesarenot unwise
and unfair--which I do not believe they
are—IL believe that the gentlemen who
will meet in that Federal Couference
will  weigh  the interests of thie
colony as curefully as those of
their  own; but  iF  they are  not
g0 honest as I helieve them fo be, or
biassed on behalf of their own individual
colony—and we cannot expect that the ac-
tions of all the representatives ol the other
colouies will be sabisfactory to us—we
have an opporbunity by our representi.
tives of obtaining equituble Lerms and
obtaining justice for ourcase. It would
be most uswise to allow that opportunity
to pass withont being represented at that
Confercnce. I am all the more pleased
to say now, because there is so much in
the Speech with which I am not pleased,
that I bave the greatest pleasure in hav-
ing the opportunity of congratulating
the Grovernment on thischangeof policy—
(Tee Premier: No.]—in reference to
this great question; and I hope nuw,
having taken this step, that they will
go on and make such a selection of
gentlemen to represent this colony in the
Federal Conference as will be worthy not
merely of the present, but coming gener-
ations. I trust the popular basis will be
agrecd wpon, and if the case is stated as
it should be Dby the gentlemen sent, that
a fair decision will be arrived at, und that
a [air, equitable examination of our case,
our difticulties, and our prospects, will be
entered into by that Conference ; and I
think we way sufely trust our case in
the hands of the hon. members who will
be appointed to represent us on that veea-
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stun. ‘T'he next question that is presented | this amoeunt without giviug thew o voice

to us is in Clause 3. 1 bave alveady had
vceasion Lo notice it personadiy, and 1
wish to notive it again: * The rapid
developnent of the goldfivlds, and the
large popalation vesiding upon them, has
made it imperative bo increase ther repre-
scntation in both Houses of Parlimnent,
and a Bill will be submitted to you

giving greater representation to the
goldfields and other importunt lo-
calities.” T congratulate the Govern-

ment wpou laking this step, T trust
it may be that my fears will be dis-
persed, and my unexpected hopes rea-
lised as to the time when this Bill is to
be ntroduced. ¥t must be immedinte. IF
the Government have vonsidered the vast-
nessof their proposals, they must have
been considering the question fur a con-
siderable length of time, and what sur-
prises e is that they had nob the conr-
age to call the House Logether earlier in
the year, knowing, as Llley must  hivve
known, that increased representation is
destrable—they deem it necessary, ab any
rade. Bo great was the cull on loan funds
expressed in the Speech thal I i sur-
prised that the Government had not the
courggre to vl the House together, and
present this Bill. so (hat it might have
been passed earlicr in the session, and an
adjournment could have taken place, anid
hon. members elected under the inereased
representation could have joined in dis-
cussing these important questions. 'We
have now to take things as they are,
now that, the Government propose to in-
ercuse the debt of thecountry fromn £306 per
bead to £81 per head.  The Government
propose to borrow two amd a half
millious for ome scheme alone—in all,
there will be five millions, doubling the
debt of the colony.

Tur Premrier (Hon. Sir J. Forvest) :
We have not horrowed it yet.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The Premicr
has given bimself away wost rashly over
this propusalof the CGrovernment to commit
this eolony to such a vast sum npon a
miseralble franchise of 15,000 eleclors.
"'ue Premier: No.!  Yes. Ti wus
only 15.000 when the House was elected.

The Government propose  to  the
people  of  this colony, und the
people  who have come bere [rom

colonies burdened with taxation, Lo raise

in the spending of the money. [Ax Honx.
Memper: They might make 6 more.]
Hon. wemburs need have no fear in this
respect. 1 am a Victorin, with some
expuricuce of that colouy, and 1 believe
there are some 40000 Victorians in this
colony to-duy ; and T am alraid the people
from that lund have had too much
experignee in State borrowing. I wish
to record the fiet here that, in this
respect, Victoriw stands at the botlom of
the list, and not at the top. [THE

Premier: Everyone knows that.] The
people ure to be pledged to works

which it will take probably seven years te
complete, and yet we have no indication
that the Government intend to increase
the representition ; on the other hand, we
have renson for believing that they
intend Lo wmake this mewsure the last Bill
of the Suession—[Twe Premisr: Not at
all. J—toraise Lhe whole of the money, and
commil, the country to this expenditure
without allowing any of these people to
have a voice in the matter. IF the
Governmment will do what I urge them to
do—muake this Bill the fivst Bill of the
Sesston, usk for a vote to carry on the
Government of the ecountry, and thea
adjourn the House votil members elected
inder that Bill disclose their intentions—
1 will be prepared to support the Bill,
provided that it is just.  But if it means
that the Goverument want to lock the
stable door after 1the borse is stolen; if it
meuns 1hat o wajority in this House,
which is not representative of the people,
is going to comit Lhis country to works
seven years ahewd, and incur a debt
which, even  tuking the present
population  basis, would still e
higher than the average national debts
of Australia—if the Government take
upon themselves the respounsihility of
doing this before thev allow the gold-
fields and other large centres of popula-
tion to bhave fair and equitable
representation in this House, with other
interests, it will be unsatisfactory, and
caunot  be  sanctioned.  If increased
representation 1s Lo take place at all, it
ought 1o be immediate.  The Govern-
went proposals are vast. Ther tell us
that two and a half millions are needed,
to supply water to Coolgardie, hut the
Government must know that two aod a-
half willions will do nothing of the kind-
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Tne PrEMiEr: Wedo not kuow any-
thing of the sort.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The Govern-
ment ought to know that.

Tue Premier: We buve every
reason to know, and the reasons on which
these conclusions are based can be
repeated at the proper time, and yon will
have an opportumty to discuss them.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : T am not an
engineer ; still T would like to say that it
is & most remarkable thing that we are
now entering upon a Julius Vogelian
policy, and ihe hon. member who
sits for North Fremantle knows some-
thing about it. It is most extroordinary
that the engineer who is at the head of
the Public Works Department carried on
the works under the policy which brought
New Zealand toitsknees. ['Tnie Premiek:

No.] The Government are taking the
same step which was taken by
the Gillics Ministry in Victoria. ‘We

have now come to the parting of the ways,
to what in the past has led two great
colonies to destruction, and yet, with all
this experience before us—and hon. mem-
bers in this House know whut the evil
effects of this policy are—the Government,
in making these proposals, are going in
the way lending to the same results.
And these proposals are made at a time
when we have people here from New
Zealand who know the cvil effects of that
policy, and people from Victoria who
know the desperale consequences of that
policy, and yet who have no voice in the
decision of the question. For that reason
I shall profest, with all the powers I
possess, to delay theloan policy—good or
bad—until there is equitable repre-
sentation in this House, and I shali
give this Government no rest until
they give an assurance of one of two
things—either that they will give in-
creased representation and consider this
question afterwards, or that they will
abandon their present proposals for
this session of Parliament, until equit-
able representation is given. 'This is my
position, and L repeat that representation
must be immediately increased if the
present proposals are to he passed.
There is neither fairness, nor right, nor
justiee, nor reason in asking this House
—a House to some extenf non-represcn.-
tative of the people—to commit the
colony to a larger expenditure than the
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totul present debt of the colony, without
a single voice from the people who will
have to pay the taxation., This question
is too vast to be submitted to o House
like thie. It would only be a proper
conrse, before entering on the discussion
of such vast questions as the proposals
conliined in the Speech, that the House
should be dissolved and the opinion of
the couniry obtuined on  these ques-

tions. Not in the whole of the
Australian  colonics — I may say in
the world—was over such » pro-
posal, in ibts  relative  conditions,
laid before a House of TParlizment
since representatitve government was
founded.

Tuw Prunier:
thing about it.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: Butif the
Government  deliberately  propose  to
double the nutional debt at the very time
that they admit that the House 15 not
representative of the people. at the very
time and in the very House that they sce
the vast incrcase of  population
renders it necessary  that  there
shall be increased representation, I say
such an  outrageous proposal was
never submitted to any Parlinment. In-
creased representation must be inmedi-
ately dealt with. If the Government pro-
posals were wise I would support them,
but they are not. I say agam, it would
be unjust to commit the country to
seven years' financial expenditure. The
sitnation is of the gravest character to
this House, which T hope will see the
justice of my confention, I trust that
the Government will carnestly consider
this view of the question, and I say again
that the only proper course, the
only righteous course—[THE PREMIER:
Don't use that word.]—I repeat, the
only righteous course, the only just and
honorable course which the Government
and the gentlemen who represent the
people in this House can take, 1s to give
increased represcnfation first, and then
deal with the borrowing  policy
afterwards,

At 630 pam. the Speaker left 1he
chair.
{ AL 7.30 p-m. the Speaker resumed the

chair.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : Mr. Speaker,

when the House adjonrned, I was en-

i deavoring to show that the Government

You don’t know any-
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admitted the necessity of increased repre-
sentation, und yet they propose, in a
Parliament. that is in its third session, in
a Purliament that does not represent the
people of this colony, in a Parlament
thut was elected at the time when there
were only 15,000 voiers on the rolls—
they propose, I say, to commit this
country to a duplication of the debt, and
to u publicworks policy that will take over
seven years to carry out. I say that the
situation is of the gravest possible nature.
I'here is not the slightest possible need
to burry over these works, for it the Bills
were all pussed this week, the Public
‘Works Department is now overcrowded
with work—work that it is unable to
bring out; work that it is uvnable to
carry ont—and although the departinent
is spreading itself over the city, by
oceupying branch offices in every avail-
able place, o the endenvor to cope with
the constuntly-increasing public works,
yut the department is unable to overtake
ull the work already sunctioned by Parlia-
went, I say that with the different
works authorised, and yet remaining in
this condition, there is no necessity what-
ever to hurry these new works which the
(Government propose, even though these
works were of the most urgent character,
for the reason I have just stated, that
the Public Works Depavtment has more
than it can do for a considerable time
ahead. Therefore, there is ample time
for the Goverument to take the course
which I have suguested—that is, to give
inereased and equitable representation in
this House to the people of this colony,
before the Government attempt to vaise
a loan of this wagnitude, and under-
talie this list of very questionable
public works. A Suapply Bill, I hold,
should be passed, and o reformed Con-
stitution, on the basis and on the lines
which I bave suggested, should he
pussed, and then this House should
adjourn until those members created by
the reformed Constitution are able to
take then seats in this House. So
serious. so urgent, so iwportant to the
pueple are the proposals of the Govern-
ment, and so dangerous in their nature,
that it would be well for this House to
. be content with voting the supplies for
the vear, and going to the country with-
out passing another Bill. T come now,
sir, to the position in which we stand to.
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day. Our present population is 125,000,
[Tae Premiex : 130,000.] The honor-
able gentleman knows beller than the
Reyistrar-General, for T got the figures
vosterduy. [Tue Premrer: I got them
to-day.] Then I suppose thev have in-
creased by 5,000 since vesterday. [TuE
Prestter : 130,000 are the fipures T got.]
Perhaps the Registrar-General favors the
Crovernment with larger figures than he
gives to this {the Opposition} side of the
House. But admitting that there are
130,000 people in this country, that
number ouly accentuates the position, for
then there are 115,000 people iz this
country not represented in this House,
and 15,000 people on the rolls are to
commit the country to the vast loan
policy and the very questionable list™ of
public works proposed by the Govern-
ment. Therefore, taking the figures of
the Premier, that our population is
130,000, our prescnt indebtedvess for
130,000 would be £24 per head. The
Governinent. proposals would add £44
per head to that amount, so that this
list of works and this debt which the
Government propose—and it must be
taken into consideration that the esti-
mates of cost which the Government say
they van do these works for are far below
the actual amounts which will he
required — but  sapposing the  esti-
mates are accurate, the very least
this country will be called wupon
to saddle ifself with as a national debt
will be £67 per head, although on the
basis of ny figures the debt will he £81
per head. Still, asswning that the
alteration which the Premier makes,
and even assuming that by the
end of the present year our population
should increase to 150,000, which would
meaun a greater ruzh of people here even
than in the past year, then the national
debt would be £67 per head. Nouw, sir,
what are the effects of a loan policy ? 1
said on a former vocusion in this House
that the natural effect and the universal
effect of a loan policy is to increase im.
ports and to decrease exports. Now we
buve, happily, laid on the table of the
House the report of the Collector of
Customs for the past year, which gives
us 1lis additional evidence, that the
result of our loan policy wp to date has,
during the past vear, made itsell felt
upon the mportsand exports in a marked
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manner. Taking it upon the busis of
populakion which the Collector of Cus-
tome gives, the imports bave increased
45 per cent., but the exports, in the same
time, have decrensed 14 per cent.; so
here we have over 50 per cenl. variation
m imports amd exporis as the direct
effect of the loan policy. It is 2 univer-
sally established principle of political
economy bhat when we borrow money,
necessarily exports decrease, because ex-
ports are simply payments for debts
abroad. Now, if this process goes on,
as the result of this free borrowing, then
instead of Ghe conditions which the
Premier desires to bring about in this
country—the creation of w hardy peas-
antry—that result will not be brought
about, because this policy will destroy
the very conditions which the Govern-
ment are endeavoring to build up. Tet
us compare this with other Australian

colonies in  respect  of  population
and  indebledness. Queensland, at
the present  moment, stands  the

highest on the list of national debts.
In round figures, and taking the latest
iformation I have to hand, the indebted-
ness of Queensland stands at £71 per
head ; that of South Ausiralia at £66
per huad ; New Zealand, £61 per head ;
Tasmama, £50 per head ; New South
Wales, £48 per head ; and Victoria, £44
per head. The huge national debt of
Great Britain is under £17 per head.
The average national debt of all Aus-
tralia to-day is £40 per head.

The Premier: More than that.

Tug Commssionsr  or  Crown
Lanns: That is less than the lowest you
have gquoted,

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: I did not
make that calculation, and perhaps it is
not correct. Howerver, the point I wish
to malke is, that the national debt of this
country will be far above the average of
all Australian debts, and it will place us
at the very top of the list, instead of
being where we now are, at fhe bottom.
Nouw, is there anything in the conditions
of this country that should demand and
justify our laking this responsibility at
this moment?  Are the works which the
Government propose of such a character
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House, and this Government in parti- »
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the highest nalional debt of Australia,
atul that wpon w representation such as I
have referred to, when 115,000 of the
people have no voice in the question?
We huve seen the effects of boow policies
clsewhere. Surely we can profii by the
experience and the failures of ulbers.
Surely it is not necessary for us to pass
through the same disiressful situation,
in order to be convinced of the fallacy
and the mistakes which other colo-
nies have made. Referring to the
charge  which lhas lheen so fre-
quently made on the floor of this House,
and especially fron hon. members on the
Ministeral side, that the new-comers have
not come to stay, and that as soon as
they have nmde a little moncy, which
they want to make, they will leave this
country, I would like to point outb that
the very conditions thus complained of
are the conditions which this policy is
likely to produce, und that the effect
will be, that while some few persons will
amass fortunes at the expense of
people who cannot leave thiz country, the
burdeu of these works will have to be
borne by those who are fixed in the
country.  For wmyself, T came here to
stay and cast in iy lot with the people
of Western A ustratin, and Tdesire todothe
best I can for the country in which 1
live.  Therelvre, linking myself with
others m the country, I suy we should
have to undertake the burden of these
works ; yet, in saying that, I hope and
belicve that the prosperous times which
are before us are such that even this
disastrous policy will not land us in the
extreme conditions in  which other
colonies have been landed. But is this a
reason why we should throw awuy our
patrimony ?  Is that a reason why we
should spend the ever-increasing and
splendid revenues from our goldfields
upon a lot of useless public works? Is it
any reason why we should be extrava-
gant, because we are successful ? I say
the policy is disastrous, and its worst
danger is to the Western Australians,
whether native-born vr settled bere by
adoption. T wanl to make the stateneni,
that [ look upon sl the works in the list
as absolutely unproductive works. T do
not see: one in the list that will produce
the interest and sinking fund which will be
involved in the construction of the works
named in His Dxeellency’s Speech. We
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come now to the crux of Lhis address,
and that is this water scheme for Cool-
gardie goldfields. I have met with a
greab many people out of Coolgardie, resi-
dents on  the felds, or connccied
with  them, including some of the
best thinkers, and the ablest cngineers
of those fielde—1 bave consulted in the
widest possible way the people whowm I
have met, and it isa remarkable thing to
we that I have not met with one single
mining man connected with the ficlds
that does anything ¢lse but laugh at the
pvll‘gw;sté?ous proposalsof the Government.
TTiey absolutely hold them up to ridicule.
I7will read to the House a staicment
made by a gentleman who is a strong
supporter of and strong believer in and
strong persenal {riend of the Premior;
and what does this gentleman say?
Here we have the opinion of a wan of
cxperience, and whose word is of weight.
I refer fo Captain Oates. In a prinfed
extract, which 1 will read, the question is
asked of Captain Oates, what does he
think of the proposed water scheme of
theGrovernment 7 His answer is: ** The
proposal to expend  several millions of
money eon the fancful project of o
depdrtnental engineer is simply  out-
rageous nonsense. It is a scheme of
miidness.”” T have used strong terms in
this House to-night, T know, becanse I
thought the case wurranted them, but I
have not, and cannok, use terms stronger
than those which are used hy Captain
Outes. No man can doubt his sincerity,
or his ability, or his knowledge of the
feeling of the fields, which is, perhaps,
greater than that of any man in the
country. And yet I wanl to call special
attention to this extract, in which he
says it 18 a scheme of madness :—** The
attempt to carry it out would deprive us
of British co-operation for many a long
dny. Few people would trust us with
moiiey to be wasted wholesale. The proper
system to adopt, at any rate at first, is
one which would conserve the natural
rainfall, which may be taken, onc yeur
with another, at tem inches. There
are numerons places—such, for instance,
as Lhe lakes—where dams and excavations
of about 20ft. could be made as
catchment basins. Beueath the surface
soil is frequently a layer of gravel, and
beneath that again clay. The water stored
in this way would run bacl: into the
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gravel, no doubt, but as soon as the stere
was exhausted to a lower level, the gravel
would yield back ull it held. The clay
bottom cunld easily be made retentive,
and the expense of the system would at
least be manageable. The Government
engineer talks of mitlious as if they could
be had for asking, and involved no
annual burden of interest. Again, the
Gorerument might advanlageously sub-
sidise companies willing to sk a
thousund feet or so in the search for water,
and in thie way the utmost resources of
the goldficlds  might be  developed
naturally ond at a reasonable cost.”
Now, that is oot my opwion, lhough it
coincides accurately with it.

Tue eemier: What date is that ?

Me. ILEINGWORTH: It was put
in a newspaper which bears date July
4th.

Tur Premier: Before the Govern-
ment scheme was made known.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Oh, ne
Everybody knowsand has known what the
Governmentschemeis. Ttis tobringariver
of waterthrough a3 feet,Ginch pipe.froma
gulhering ground on the Darling Roange
to the tep of Menul Burges.  HEverybody
knows that, and T say this scheme 1s not
approved of by the very people on whose
behall the Government propuse to con-
struct the works. Then, despite  Lhe
estimate of the Eugineer-in-Chief, the
works never can and never will be con-
structed for the money.

Tue Presmier: That is rather rash.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : The condi-
tions which will be made by this loan
policy, of rushing a mass of people into
this colony, simply because of the expen-
diture of loan money, will raise the price
of laboer, raise the price of poods, and
bring about a state of things that the
caleulations of to-day will be an utter
fallacy if trusted to for many years to
come. Then, T say, in the estimate of
cost no account is taken and no
provision is made for the nccessary
reticulation. How can we adopt an
estimate as accurale for w system that is
absolutely new, because nowhere in the
world has water been raised to Lhis
height, and carried to this distance? I
know there have been experiments of the
kind, in the pumpmg of cil through

pipes, in America, where the resources of
t the oil companiez are very different from
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the resources of 125,000 or 130,000
people, whe have also other publie works
to attend to. Then come other questions
arising out of this. There is no allowance
for reticulation, and T say also the cost
of maintenance is an unknown quantity.
What may happen in the future—what
breakages may  occur—what  diffi-
culties may arise—no engineer in
the wniverse can foretell, and weare asked
to commit ourselves to a new scheme,
which is simply an experiment, and the
consequences of which, and the results of
which, and the success of which wesimply
know nothing about. It is an absolute
leap in the dark, and yet on the opinion
of one mun, the Engineer-in-Chief, we are
to comnit this country, first of all, to a
distinet loan of two and a half millions,
and even the Engineer-in-Chief’s figures
ag published some time ago are much
higher than that. [Tee Premier: No,
no.] Well, I say some engineers, who
are equal in ability, it not in public esti-
malion, aflirne in the most positive man-
ner that these works cannot be constructed
for the money. How do we know the
conditions upon which 350 miles of pipes
can be manufactured elsewhere, shipped
tothis country, and carried to the place
where required ? On the item of labor
alone, I say it is utterly impossible for
any engineer to forecast the labor and
other conditions which inevitably sur-
round this gquestion. So far as this
House is concerned, we have, happily, a
gentleman here of some experience and
knowledge in such works, and I trust that
when the hon. member for the Murray
speaks on this question, he will give some
practical information in reference to the
cost. and other conditions for the making
and laying of these 350 miles of pipes.
Notwithstanding that the engineer savs
these works can be constructed in three
and a half vears, I say that, besides the
Engineer-in-Chief and the members of the
Grovernment, there is not one man in the
country who helieves these works can be
constructed in the time stated. But what
Coolgardic wants is immediate help.
The people on those fields do not wunt the
promise of water that is to reach them
geven yewrs hence. Yet, if the scheme
is begun to-morrow, not a gallon of this
water will reach Mount Burges withio the
next seven years, [Mr. Stmpson: Never,
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ing the working of the Coliban water
scheme, in Victorin. It is intended by
the schenie proposed for this colony that
the charge for water, when it gets to the
goldfields, shall be 3s, 6d. o thousand
gallous ; but I say that, by the time the
water does reach the fields, the results of
private efforts made in the meantime will
be that nearly all the mines around
Coolgardie will be pumnping water for
their own use, and sending it down the
streets of the towns. [T PreEmiem:
Salt water?} Well, if it were only
salt water, the cost of condensing would
be less than 3s. 6d. a thousand gallons.
However, it is proved by distinct reports,
made by cininent engineers, that it is
possible to obtain water on the fields;
that at Mount Cleorge it is possible to
store water and bring it to Coulgardie.
But that is not the question. I say the
miunes will be down on water years before
the Government water supply reaches
Coolgardie. The next thing I say, and
T have figures here which will bear me
out,is that the proposed reservoir is net a
catchment arca, and will not produce
sufficient water for the wants of Cool-
gardie and IKalgoorlie alone. And let it
be understood that it 1s intended to
rcticulate the towns of Northam, I
suppose, and Scuthern Cross on the way.
At all events, the Government engineer
mtends to supply his trains on the rail-
way. The waste and the friction are
questions  which have not been fairly
estimated.  Coming to this Coliban
scheme, of which I know, unfortunately,
a good deal, let me just place before the
House—and I do hope honorable members
will take notice of this fact-- thut the
Coliban water scheme, which is, perbaps,
the best and most perfect water scheme
in Auvstralia, is an open-cut, gravitation
scheme. The thing I want this House and
the country to natice is this, that suppose
these works proposed by the Government
were completed, we should have a con-
stant heavy cost for pumping ; whereas,
when the Coliban water scheme was com-
pleted, the cost of maintenance was very
small indeed, the water going by graw-
tation, and the cost was finished. T am
free to admit that if this were a gravita-
tion schenme, instead of a pumping
scheme, it would not receive the opposi-
tion that it will receive from me and

Ihope.] T havehere a full return show- i other members on this side of the House;
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for though the first cost might be beyvond
our menns, that cost world he ended
wheun the works were finished. But the
greatest cost of this scheme is that it will
be a perpetual charge ; that the punping
engines will bave to be keptin order;
that the machinery will be liable to break
down and throw the whole concern out of
gear; and that, in order to carry out the
scheme in  a practical manner, there will
have to be a duplication of pipes and a
duplication of machinery, for it would
never do to trust the large populations
that will be up there upon a single pipe
and a single set of machinery. " Conse-
quently, it is nob a question of 350 miles
of pipes, and it 1s not a ¢question of u 3 feet
G inch pipe, because. such o pipe wonld
never convey the required quuntity of
water necessary for the two places I have
mentioned. I am in a position to prove
some of these facts.  The Coliban scheme
was passed in 1865 ; the head works werc
finished in 1870 ; and asit took five years
to complete the head works of that
scheme, it will take quite five years to
complete the head works of this scheme.

The Premier: That was all cement
work.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The next fact
in the Coliban scheme is that the first
water which reached the first town on the
route (Castlemaine) reached it in 1872,

That was seven years before the
first gallon of water b that schemng
reached the first town on the way.

Yet upon the ipse divit of the Enginecr-
in-Chief that he can take, from the Dar-
ling Ranges, five million gallons of water
per day, and carry them 450 miles, the Go-
vernment proposes to undertake the work,
The thing is a rash absnvdity. Tt never
has been done in the history of the world,
and it never will be done.  Now, the fact
that I have to bring before the House is
this: that the first gallon of water from
the Coliban reservoir wus run into
Bendigo in 1880; 15 years after the bill
was passed throurrh Parliment. Now I
know the difficulties i I kmow  what
Bendigo was at the time. The wants of
Bendigo were us serious, at that time, as
the wants of Coolgardic are to-day. The
people of Bendigo were willing to pag
any price for water, if the Government
would only give it to them. The Govern-
meni. started works, borrowed money,
went to work to do the work that was
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| asked of them, in the same way that this
Gaovernment wishes to do. and found the
same labor difficulty in the way of carry-
ing out the project that will be ex-
perienced here. It is a guestion that
will have to be faced—How will you
obtain the labor to do the work? Now
you bring the people—these men who
would construct the waterworks—into
this country, into this land of gold, and
you expect these men, according to the
schemo that is mentioned in the Speech,
to work for ordinary wages. How can
this be expected, when the men are taken
to the very place where the mines are pay-
ing miners four guineas per week? I
venbure to say here that the estimates of
the Engineer-in-Chief arc hased upon o
wages calculation Lhat is about half the
price of the rate of wages ruling on the
woldficlds. What the Government will
have to puy for their waterworks must be
in unison with the labor vale of the gold-
fields ; otherwise men will leave the work
and go to the mines. And, secondly, T
suy that the estimates are wrong, as T
have already stated. In Bendigo, they
had to get the water from the Colih un,
while the_v were only 43 miles away from
thecapital.  As nmatter of fact, the con-
tour survey of the reticulation guve 81
miles,  Now, if it takes a strong Govern-
ment like that of Victoria. at the timne
when the Coliban scheme was started, 15
years to take water by un open cut 8)
miles, how long is it woing to take us to
carry water from the Durling Ranges.
through pipes, 350 miles to Ceolgardie ¥
Now I cometo the question whether this
propesed waterworks scheme will be re-
productive. The Coliban water-works
cost £1,069,254, and the gross annual
revenue is only £19,500, the working ex-
penses amount to £8800 per annum,
leaving a balunce of £10,700. The interest
on the loans obtained to construct the
works amounts to £47,372, leaving an
annual loss upon the income of the water-
works, represented by the interest, of
£36,700. Now, I do ask the House to
take into counsideration these fucts. The
Cotiban scheme embraced the carrving of
the water 81 miles through an open cut;
it was undertaken 1 a most flourishing
time of Victorin's history. The Govern-
ment had unlimited money. At a cost of
over a million of money an open cut was
made for 81 miles, and the gross income
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£19,500

from the ontlay is only
per annum, leaving o burden upon
the country of £‘5(> 700 every year
Now Task the House to take notice of
these facts, which are antheniicated by
the official report. I have faken the
trouble to obtain from Victoria a copy of
this report, and I shall place it hefore
the House and the country during the
Session. The return shows that the
total income received by the Coliban
walerworks from mines is only £2,500
per annam, yet here was a mining com-
munity which, at the time that it sought
to obtain a water supply through thia
means, professed itself ready to pay 10s.
per L00U gallons, but when they got the
water they “would not sake it at one.half
that price. Now the sume conditions
were found there that will occur here, if
the Government go to the London market
te borrow two and half millions to carry
out this wild scheme. The price of the
Coliban water at Bendigo is only
3d. per 1,000 gallons, while for irrigation
purposes the prwe is only 0%d. per 1,000
gallons. The daily sapply is ten million
ga.llona from the basin covering 112
square miles, and having a rainfall of
from 30 to 42 inches.  Can our Govern-
ment say that they have 112 square
miles of catchment area for their scheme,
and that they have sufficient rainfall ?
[Tue Minisrer For Lanps: You must
count what runs to waste in the winter
time.]  Possiply. [TwePresmirk: The
ground is 100 squuremiles.] I doubt it.
The popnlation proposed to be served Ly
thie Coliban scheme was 40,000, and what
I want the House to note is this, that in
1879 und 1886 this water supply almost
failed, as there was only two weeks'supply
left in the rescrvoir, when rain came, at
the rate of 10,000,000 of gallons per
day. Is it possible that the Govern-
ment can show to this House that they
can supply ten millions datly from the
scheme which they have outlined?
[Toe Premier: Yes; cortainly.]
You cannot make this scheme effective,
and there is no use spending money on
it.  Supposiug the scheme is comnpleted ;
supposing ihat the prophecy of the
Groverument should come true; supposing
that in three and a half years the people
of Coolgardie do get the water; supposing
that theyarcconsuming fivemillion gallons

per day, and that there are 40,000 people |
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in Coolgardic and Kalgoorlie, the Govern-
menk have gof to serve Southern Cross
from Lhe supply in the Darling Ranges,

as well as their own {Ill\'ua.‘. service,
How, then, can the scheme be described
in any way as a goldiields scherie ?
From their stundpoint it is simply a
water supply for Coolgardie, and we are
asked to tax the country for an ontlay of
two and o Lalf millions for the benefit of
Coolgardie.  Then the next thing I want
to say is this, that, any public works of
Lhis character should be made repro-
ductive, but when once such a work is
carried ont, the rates agreed wpon are
greably lowered.  We have experience of
this in Victoria in connection with the
Trrigation Trusts. The people seut men
into’ the House to support irrigation
schemes. Parliament sent Mr. Deakin
to the Pacific slope to see the froitful-
ness of the land as the result of ireigation,
and he came buck with such a glowing
report that ITrrigation Trusts were
established, the people professing them-
selves to be only too willing to pay for
the privilege of artificially watering their
properties.  What has been the vesult?
Supreme Court writs have been issued
upon farmers for their arrcars of rates to
the Trusts, and political intluence has
stopped these wnits from gomng tulo
court.  That has been done. It is
being done, and it will he done in
Western  Anstralia,. [P PreEMIER :
The mines will pay.] No one knows
better than the Grovernment, that politieal
influence will render it impossible for the
Government to get three shillings and
six ponce per thousand gallons for the
water at Coolgardie, if it ever gets there.
Now, supposing that private enterprise
were ready to undertake this work, and
I believe that private enterprise is ready
to do it, although T do not know that of
my own knowledge—[Mr. Simpson:
That is atopped now.]—it would have
a better chance of being puid for obtain-
ing the water ; but as sure as the sun i
shining, the Government will never get a
shilling per thousand gallons, much less
three shillings and sixpence per thousand
aalloas, Tf the position of affairs should
be that the Government should place this
scheme before the country as a repro-
ductive work, T say that it is not a vepro-
ductive work, and cannot be made so, as
the lubor alone will cost twice as much
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as the estimates of the Engineer-in-Chief;
aml not anly so, hint, the work will reauive
twice as long as ke wames in being
carried out. TF the Government should
succeed in getting the water to Cool-
garilie, they will never get the money for
it, und consequently it is not a repro-
ductive work.  When it hecomes a
question  of  political  influence,  the
Government of the colony is just as much
amenable to political inflnence as any
other Government., For thesereasons Leay
that the proposal of the Government in
regard to the water question takes this
position :  That the cost of the scheme
has. haen under-cstimated, Lhat the income
has been over-estimated, and that 1t is a
foolish and absurd scheme. Among the
works which the Speech foreshadowed is
the deep drainage system for Fremantle
and Perth, and this leads me to suppose
that the water of the Darling Ranges
which the Government proposes to con-
servg was nhot intended for Coolgardie.
T know somcthing about deep dramage
schemes, and T know that they require o
great deal of water, and therefore [
believe that the water of the Darling
Ranges is inlendad for the deep drainage
system of Perth. {''ng Premier; There
is plenty of it.] Well, if it should be so,
why shonld they call it n goldlields
scheme ¥  But snpposing that the pro-
posal is put forward with integrity, it is
not o goldficlds scheme. Now I come to
the proposals which are made in regard
to the vonstruction of goldfields railways
and other puhlic works. In clause 5 of
the Speech it 1s stated that “ Ministers
are convinced that it is absolutely
necessary to take advantage of the present
prospects and financial position of the
enlony, and that it wonld be unwise to
delay carrying out ab the earliest possible
date these urgent wants of the colony.”
Now the whole effect of that clause is
that the present condition of the money
market 18 owing to the condition of
Western Australian prosperity. Nothing
conld be more presumptuous. The con-
ditions of the money market are ruled by
the Bank of ingland, which hus a reserve
of fourteen millions sterfing.  When that
reserve Talls, the price of money will rise.
Whether money is cheap or dear depends
on the amount of money that is seeking
investment.  Now it is proposed to make
certain  extensions  of  the railway to
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Menzie’s and Kanowna, but it should be
vemembered that the RKanowna railway
will not be made so cheaply as the line to
Conlgardie, the price of which was modi.
fied by the value of the traflic receipts
whitch wounld go to the contractor for o
certain time before the line was handed
over. Nor will the Kanowna ruilway
pay ncarly so well as the line to Cool-
pardie, although 1 do not mean to say
that it will not pay working expeunses
and interest on the cost of its construction.
The further we get into the interior and
the further from the trunk line the less
profitable railway muoking will be, I
think that the goldfields line should be
constructed out of revenue. Coming to

. the. question of rolling-stock, I shall not

be fur wrong if I say that the Crovern-
ment had, during the recess, and without
the authority of Parliament, committed
the country to an expenditure of £500,000
for the equipment of a railway service.
[Me. Growrse: Quite right, too.]
Whether it he right or wrong is not
the question I am discussing.  What I
say is that the orders for the stock have
been given withoul the sanction of Par-
liameut in accordance with eonstitntional

law. If we bave a sorplus, and T
prophesy that we will have o still

larger surplus next year than we have
now, I consider that the necessary
works should be paid foroutof the revenue
of the country. [Tne Presmier: What
are those works?]  Construction and
maintenance of railways is one. We have
the money to pay for the rolling-stock,
and we should pay for it instead of
woing to the London market to horrow
money for it. In regard to rolling-stock,
I admit that there has not heen an
adequate supply of it, but there are men
who koow that the best use liag not been
made of the rolling-stock that we have. Tn
Victoria the rolling-stock has been waste-
fully ordered. and while T am in favor of
suflicient rolling-stock being obtained, T
object to so much of it betng obtuined
that it will be allowed to rot on the lines.
I contend that for this impertant charge
there is no necessity to borrow money.
Now I come more closely to the railway
question; to the questien of land and
railways. Three years ago I urged in
this House that the CGtovernment shonld
resume the land lving alongside of the

i ruilway in Roe-street as far as Market-
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street, but it was not done. Since then
£10,000 worth of buildings has been
erected upon that land, and now the
Government have at last resumed it.
They are wise in resuming it evern now,
but they might have suved the country a
large sum by Joing so at an early day.
I want to give another specific instance
of the want of foresight of the Govern-
ment. At Fast Perth station, land
whereon a number of cobtages have just
been completed has heen resumed by the
Government, and the houses will have to
be pulled down. T protest against this
lack of forethought,and this wasteful kind
of policy. I want to protest, too, against
a kind of unauthorised expenditure of
the public woneys that in other places
is absolutely unknown. Daoring the
recess the CGoveroment has not only
incurred on its owun motion an expendi-
ture of £500,000 for rolling-stock, but
also  £300,000 in connection with
Coolgardie that has not been submitted
to the vote of this House, nor was Parlia-
went consulted. In the same way,
without cousulting Parliament, they
have undertaken to duplicate the line
from Midland Junection to Fremantle
They have taken upon themselves this
immense cost, and I protest against such
a course of action, cspecinlly in  recess.
I am not now quesiioning whether the
works are wise or mecessary, but only
the arbitrary action of the Governwent.
If the Government are permitted to
carry out public works according to their
sole discrotion, we may as well meet and
pass a resolution that the Governmens
1s to be permanent and despotic. If the
Premier could only be inspired with
eternal life, I should be inclined to vote
for that motion. We are laying the
foundation of this country and a Parlia-
ment, we are making precedents for time
to ecome, and I protest against the
Government being able to say during
the recess what public works shall he
carried out. Adverting to the question
of deep drainage for Perth, which is
referred to in His Excellency’s Speech,
I would he in favor of it, but I think
that the Lierniir system is a betterand o
very much cheaper one.  Some time,
attention must be given to this question,
but I want this House to consider
whether drainage for Perth is a national
question. I contend that it is not
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It is a question that should be relegated
to a Board of Works. I am not prepared
to object to the giving of every assistance
by the Government to the carrying outof
deep drainage, even to the extent of the
Government guaranteecing a loan for the
purpose, but it is a question that belongs
to local politics. It is not a question that
should appear in the loan policy of the
CGlovernment. 'The Government have not
told us where they intend getting the
necessary water from. The present water
supply of Perth is not sufficient for the
domestic purposes, for last year the
people were put upon a half supply. Nor
do the Government own the Perth water-
works, although I pointed out to the
Premier that at one time he could have
acquived them for £160,000 or £180,000.
He simply told me that ke had no moncy
for the purpose. A later opportunity
was given to the Government to purchase
the works, but so far as I know the
Clovernment have taken no action in that
direction, DBut supposing that they do,
gsnpposing that the TPerth waterworks
were to become the property of the
Government, the expevience of Perth last
year showed that no water would be
available for deep drainage purposes.
‘Where is the water to come from for a
deep drainage scheme, when we have
not sufticient water for domestic purposes?
Yetit is proposed to commit the conntry to
a national expenditure upon deep drainage
for the particular benefit of Perth and
Fremantle. Now I, as a goldfields
member, protest against such a course.
For one thing the revenue of the country
comes very largely from the goldfields,
and I am unwilling that metropolitan
drainage shall be regarded as a national
question. It is not a national cuestion.
Moreover, it is not even suggeated that it
is a reproductive scheme. Other im-
portant centres are growing up. Will
they be dealt with in the same way as it
is proposed to denl with Perth and
Fremantle? Will the Government be
prepared to ask the House to vote money
for deep drainage for Coolgardie? And
if not for Coolgardie and other parts of
the country, where is ihe justice of
making deep drainage anational scheme ?
I come now to the question of the Fre-
mantle hatrbor works-—a gigantic work
which does credit to the engineer who
designed it. It is one of those great
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works which a nation may oceasionally
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uandertuke at its principal port, as it is for

the Lenefit of the whale colony, and wheu
so mich money has been expended it is
necessary that these works should o on
and he completed in the most eflicient
munner possible, I see that there is
another harbor scheme to be put forward
by the Government. Perhaps hun.
members have never heard of o place
called Bunbury. T bhelieve it is a very
large place. I know it is a very well-
ropresented one, but I venture to assert
that if it were not represented by the
Premicr, the Honse would not be asked to
expend £600,000 in improving its harbor,
[Tur Premuzr: Where do yon get
your figures from?] I have sufficient

basis for the statement that the Bunbury -

harbor when it is completed, if the
Government has its  wuy, will cost
£600,000, For we know that in the
case of the Fremautle harbor works ori-
ginal estimates were very much exceeded;
nor do I believe that if the scheme were
to be carried out it would be of such
utility as wounld justify the outlay of
borrowed money upon it. We should
ounly spend loan moneys upon reproduc.
tive works, and the Bunbury harbor
improvement scheme ig not a reproduc-
tive work. To make it would Dbe to
take away some of the money that we
wunt for railway rolling-stock.  As to the
goldfields railways, the further they are
made the more costly will they be tomake
and less remunerative, and we shall have
to be carcful in their construction and
keep as inuch money as we can available,
without putting it to such unnecessary
purposes s the Bunbury harbor works.
At any rate, the latter onec is a kind of
work that can afford to wait, and T
suggest that it should. It is strange
that we should have the same kind of
work going on in this colony as took
place in New Zealand, where they con-
atructed railways and then made expen-
sive harbors to take away tho truaffic from
the railways; and the sawe guiding head
is controlling this policy in both colonies.
Everybody m this House Lnows ihat
sooner or later there must be a railway
from Esperance to Dundas. (Hear,
hear.) Well, what I waunt to get at is
this, that a railway from Xsperance to
Dundas means a construction of a harbor
or a very long jetty at Esperance, and
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this is much more likely to be necessary
than larbor works at Busbury, TheBun-
bitry harbor works are not pressing, and
are only intended as u sop to the digtrics.
The next items of construction which, T
shppose, in consgquence of the strong
posttionof the Government, arve proposed to
be built ont of the revenuearecertain lines
of agricultural railways. Iwantthis House
to accept as a fact thut the Victorian rail-
ways have sustained u loss during the
last six years of two and a half mil-
lion pounds, and which is a constant
drain upon that colony; in spite of the
fact that a large number ol the agricul-
tural railways are closed, they still have
to be puid for. Fvery kind of argument
that was used for the construclion of
these railways inthe “boom™ times of
Victoria are the precise arguments used
by deputations when interviewing Minis-
ters with regard toagriculboral railways
here. If constructed, they will turn out
to be a burden upon our main system,
very costly to constroct, and whelly un.
necegsary ; and, even if they should be
paid for out of the revenue, it is not the
best use that could be nade of such re-
venue to-day. The best use is to uvse it
in such a manner that it will not be
necessary to horrow at all.  The coun-
ditions of this country are not such as to
require a loan. I now come to the final
conclusion, and although 1 bave, no
doubt, occupied a large amount of time
on this occasion, still, I do say that I
have, on the questions I desired to dis-
cuss, tried to be as brief as possible, and
Imay have left out much that wenld
have been forcible argument, but, on
questions of such importance, T would
have been neglecting my conscious duty
and my constituency 1f I had said one
word less. Finally concluding, T will
gay that, alter careful coumsideration of
the guestions, in what little time I have
and information I can gather, and with
the intelligence that 1 possess, first,
that the coming vears will yield a larger
and increasing revenue, and that that
rerenue  will be sufficient to cover
all necessary public works, and all the
works that it will be possible for the
Government to complele. Therefore a
loan is absolutely unnecessary. Secondly,
that the principal work proposed by the
Government, viz., the Coolgardie work,
is not a wise proposal, and ought not to
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be constructed at all; but even if i were
wise, it could never be made reproductive,
and therefore should not be constructed
out of loan moneys. Thirdly, the position
I take up is this, that the Coolgardie
water scheme is an absolute folly, and
ourht not to be undertaken at all, and if
it 15, as we are told, that the Government
wint the water in the Darling Ranges
for the deep drainage scheme to supply
Northam or some other pet towns, unless
this be so I cannot understand it. It is
not a scheme for the goldfields—it is
simply a delusion and a snare to call such
a scheme as that one for Coolgardie. It
will prove a broken reed, which will nevar
do the work that the Government think it
will do. Deep drainage is a minor
question, and should be allotted to a local
board. It is not a national question, it is
not a reproductive work; but even if it
be reproductive, it ought not to he con-
structed out of loan wmoney. While
granting that if it were proved that all
the works are necessary and wise, which
I deny, this House is not representative
of the people, therefore these works
should wait until after the redistribution
and increased representation. The voice
of the country shonld be heard on so
momentous a matter as the raising of
the national debt to something like £80
per head. The revenue receipts of this
country will have to bear the burden, and
it would Dbea sinand o crime to waste
the splendid revenne coming into the
coffers of this country from the goldfields
in wild, reckless, and useless schemes of
public works; and if they were the wisest
schemes ever propounded hy the wisest
men, to enter inlo these works and borrow
this money before the counfry is
properly represented in this House 18 an
outrage against the rights of the people.
It I were the leader of the Opposibion,
which I am not; if there were a consoli-
dated party on this side of the House, I
would take the extreme course of moving,
as an Address-in-Reply, “That in the
opinion of this House the loan policy
is premature and ought mnot to e
sanctioned, until the large centres of
population are more equitably repre-
sented in this FHouse.” I shall not move
that, because I assume that probably
T stand almost alone in such a motion,
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and as there are no constituted parties i
this House to take upon themselves the |
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regponsibility  of that motion, T stand
and speak alone. Irepresent no Opposi-
tion party in this particular matter.
The leader of the Opposition being away,
the party on this side of the House have
nobt appointed w leader. I malke these
remarks in couclusion, in order not to
mislead anyone as lo my convictions,
which have not been delivered as an
attack on the Grovernment, hut from the
importance of these deep-seated questions.
I trust the Premier will respoud when T
speak with the full consciousness and
full earnestness in asking the Govern-
ment net to borrow money or undertake
these works until this House is properly
representative.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir John
Forrest) : I do not think that anyone
who has listened to the hon. member will
toke any exception to the way he has
placed his case before the House. The
only objection that I, myself; am inclined
to make is that he took rather a long
time to say what he had to say. He
has beaten the record. I don't think
that since we have had a Porliament
or even i Legislature anvoue has ad-
dressed the House for three and a
half hours on one sobject. Still, for
all that the hon. member is perfectly
justified in taking his own course in
placing the matters he desires hefore
this House. In speaking for myself and
also on behalt of the Government, we
thank the hon. wember for the way he
has placed his views before the House.
Although, as I said] hefore, I differ from
him in very many ways, still T shall not
take any exceplion to the way he has
placed his views before us. I don’t think
be was altogether correct in the utter-
ances he has made; still T only put that
down to want of infermation on his part,
and not to any desire to mislead the
House. T regret that the hon. member
addressed the House at such a length
on so many points, not only referred to in
the Speech, but also matters connected
with the administration of the Govern-
ment of this colony. I am quite aware
that it is quite competent for hon. mem-
bers to refer to any subjects on the
Address-in-Reply. At the same time,
I think that the hon. member for Nan-
nine must have known before Te
delivered himself of his views on various
important matters contained in His
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Excellency the Governor's Speech that ina
few days full information would be given
to this House on all points in that Speech,
and knowing this he did not seem to deal
with the questions so moderately and
reasonably as we had a right to expect.
Many references were based on conjecture,
not in accordance with the infarma-
tion which the Government intend to place
before hon. members. The principal
reason I have for rising at this early
stage is that I may ask hon. members,
before commng to a vonclusion on the
many points referred to in the Speech, to
wait until they have full information. It
may be said in reply to this tbat the in-
formation ought to be available now, but
still - Lthe Government, like-everyone-clse,
are liable to delay, and our desire is to
place it on the table of the House at the
earliest possible time. We promise in a
few days to place all the information on
the most important points in His Bxcel-
lency's Speech before hon. membors. I
could not help thinking to myself, while
the hon. member was making his lengthy
speech about the actions of the Ministry,
that, if the hon. wmember was sitting
on this side of the House or upon
this Beneh, we would not have heard the
speech he made to-night, for it would
have been impossible for anyone having
the responsihility of the Government
of this counfry upon bhim to have made
that speech. It would have heen alto-
gether impossible for a Minister of the
Crown to have used the arguments he used
to-night in regard to the way public busi-
ness was to be conducted in this country.
Could any Minister of the Crown have
told the people of this country, in effect,
that the Government were ruining
the colony? Such a statement, by a
responsible Binister, if made, would
not be listened to by this House or
throughout the country at the present
time. Before I deal with some of the
questions so labored by the hon. member,
I would like to make some few observa-
tions on some of the hon. member’s
conclusions, which will not give rise to
heat on my part, but which can be dealt
with calmly. First of all, I will deal with
the subject of Wederation. The hon.
member went out of his way to say that
myself and the Government have changesd
our minds on this question. Tabsolutely
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deny to this House, the country, and
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Australia, the statement that T have in
auy way changed my mind. | hav:
always been an advocate of Federation,
even before I took an active part in poli-
tics, and long hefore constitutional
Government was introduced here,and T can
prove te hon. membhers (by written
pamphlets on the question) that my views
on Federation have not changed during
the last ten years. The Government have
not changed their views with regard to
this guestion, and in no way have they
shewn themselves adverse to Federa-
tion. We have not, speaking for the
Government and for myself, ever said
a single word against the Federation
of Australia; in fact, I remember say-

-ing - -at one- meeting- of the Federal

Council in Tasmania, some vears ago,
that this colony was more in accord
with the federa) movement than any other.
I had the opportunity of telling Sir
Samuel Griffith that we, in this colony,
were more in favor of Federation than
Queensland. Awongst other things I may
mention that we have joined the other
colonies in every federal movement, the
subsidy fo the Eastern Telegraph Com-
pauy, Defence, New Guinea, &c., and
there is not a single federal movement in
Australia that we bave not taken part
in. I shall also be glad to have the
colony represented at any of the Federal
Couventions. It scems to me very unwise
for us not to be represenfed. Whatever
views the people of this colony entertain
now, the time must come when this
Ausgtralian continent will be an Austra-
lian dominion. That is the view I take,
and I recommend the House to pass the
Bill, so that it may be represented at the
Federal Convention, so that we may
bave a hand in framing the proposed
constitution under which we will some
day live. The hon. member for Nan-
nine has told us with regard to repre-
sentation in this House, and which is pro-
mised in His Excellency’s Speech, that it
should be immediate. I can say,so far
as the Grovernment are concerned, we are
quite willing that it shall take place at
the earliest possible momens, The
(Gtovernment have no fear of the country,
and are willing to go before it to-morrow,
and abide by the verdict; but T would
point out that it is impossible for the
election to take place immediately. Tf
this Bill is passed here it will have to go
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to London, and receive Her Majesty’s as-
gent. That will take some tihne, per-
baps three months. Then after we re-
ceive the Royal assent it will take some
time to make up the clectoral rolls for
the different constitutencies.  Therefore,
although we wmay make provision in the
Bill to expedite the work as much as
possible,some time must elapsc before the
rolls are nade up in proper order ready
for the election. The Covernment are
anxious to have the matter settled as soou
as possible, but it would be impossible to
have the elections immediately, as the
hon. member suggests. The hon. mem-
ber enlarged in regard to the terrible in-
debtedness which will fall upon the
colony should the Grovernment proposals
be carried out. That is a very old story
here ; we have heard that time after time
since 1891. We have heard that the
Government is going to bring ruin on
the country. Anyone who desires to do
go can look up the speechesin 1891, 1893,
and 1894, and Ithinkevery vear the burden
of the song was ihat the Government
were going to bring ruin on the colony —
that those who bad anything to risk had
better leave it —although year after year the
ery became less pronounced. What has
been the result of this borrowing? Has
any disaster fallen upon the country ?
Tnstend of this, from only £414,000 of
revenue the colony has now mnearly
two millions, and we have at the present
time several hundred thousand to our
credit. The indebtedness was first £28
per head, afterwards it reached £41,
and it is now £35 per head. Is it
right that any hon. member should
gay in this House that the indebted-
ness of the colony wonld be £81 per
head if the Grovernment proposals were
carried, when we have not yet borrowed
a single shilling of the noney, and
when no results are calenlated as the
results of the borrowing. I say it is
absurd, ridiculous, and wnot fair, to say
what the hon. member says. This money
will not be all borrowed at omnce; it will
be spread over a great many years, and
gpent as required, and consxdenqg that
population and improvements will also
increase with the expenditure, can any-
one say that the public indebtedness of
the colony will merease at all? My
opinion is that if the present policy of
the Government is carried out, the public
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indehtedness will increase by ouly a very
small amount, if at all; in fact, I am
rather inclined to say that it will decrease.
[Mr. ILnireworTH : Borrow some more. ]
The hon. member for Nannine raised the
question as to whether the great works
mentioned in His Excellency’s Speech
had been fully considered.  The Govern-
ment have been considering, and fully
considering, the question of whether
it is vight to enter wupon these
great works without first consnlt-
mg the country. - We have Dbeen,
however, surrounded by peeunliar circum-
gtances. If we appeal now to the
country we would appeal to a very amall
electorate. 'We would not have the ad-
vantage of that larger representation
which we wish to give at the carliest
possible moment, and it would not be
satisfactory to those who are now unre-
presented or to the large population of
the goldfields. On the other band, if we
defer these works until we have the elee-
tions over — probably nearly a year;
if we defer these large public works
which are contemplated the colony

would suffer. Another course was
open, and we have laken it, and that
is  to aceept the responsibility of

carrying on these great works which
are identified with the progress of
the colony, believing that we shall have
the support of the colony in our efforts.
I would like to know what the people of
Fremantle wauld think if their harbor
works were stopped for a year, while we
were patching up the Constitution pre-
paring for a general election, or what the
people of Menzies, Nannine, Kanowna,
and other such places would say if we werve
to defer their railways for a similar reason.
reason. What would the people in
the agricultural districts say it they
were refused means of transit, and
what would be the effect upon the
mining industry at Coolgardie? Would
the people of Perth and Fremautic be
conten$ to put off the schemes for deep
drainage and water supply ? If the
Clovernment are charged with fostering
foolish szhemes, and the question is
asked, © What wauner of men arce these
who are entrusted with the Fovernment
of the country ¥ we may in turn ask
« Are they men who in their private lives
are reckless, and who mismunage their
own affairs so as to bring roin on them-
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selves and their families? ¥ 'We have
lived here all our days, and surcly it can-
nol be said that we are either reckless or
desire to hring discredit upon the colony.
The hon, member for Nunnine charges us
with too lavish expenditure, and \'ot in
the same hreath he complains that “there
is no mention of i railway to Pilbarra or
to Lawlers, and complains that there is
no mention of a railways to Nerseman,
and while he wants railwuys overywhere
he at the swine tine wants them all con-
structed out of current revenue. I would
lile to know whattlie poor people of those
districts  would do if everything
bad to be stopped for a new election.
He wants all these works, but prac-
. tically says * Defer them for another
yeur.”  In regard to the hon. member's
rematks on the Coolgardie water supply
scheme, T will say only u few words, be-
cause I hope next Tuesday Lo be able to
lay on the table the whole of the informa-
tion, accompanied by reports from the
Engineer-in-Chief and other engineers
on the scheme, and I hope to pluce before
hon. members good and full informationon
the subject. I muysay that the matter has
engaged the carnest attention of the
Government. It is atter for regret
that very large and arid regiors existin
the colony, and that the wealth we receive
from our goldfields is discounted a good
deal by the water dufficulty. It seems to
me thatall Australia, other than that in.
cluded inthe coastal districts, suffers from
a great scarcity of water and from
droughts. Thesedroughtssometimes ocenr
in coastal districts, but they are not so
sericus when compared with the droughts
which occur in the interior of Australia.
I have travelled through the interior of
Australia and my experience has been
that any person who bases his hopes
on a certain rainfall will make a mistake.
You way depend upon it that, although a
fairly good season may occasionally be
experienced, the rainfall of Coolgardie is
not to be relied upon. When I went
through that territory in 1869, game was
plentitul. Kaugaroosabounded. Plenty
of marsupiuls were Lo he seen ; hut last
vear [ travelled hundreds of miles through
that conntry, and I did not see a single
marsupial. I asked the natives where the
marsupials had goneto. I said “I see the
bush fences where you used to catch the
game, but there is no game now.” They
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said that the marsupials were all dead, that
they could not livewithoutthe rain. There
is not a single marsupial in all thai
country. I ask hon. members whether
they are going to depend on the rainfall
forasupplyof waterforthe immense popu-
latton in the mining towns; for the
thousands and tens of thousands who are
going there to develop that part of the
colony. I say that the whole thing is
absurd. I kunow it from my own experi-
ence, and from the exceptional indications
I have referred to. No one can satisfy
me that the Coolgardie district
has  periodical rains  sufficient to
meet the requjrements of the people.
‘What bave the people to depend on at
the present time? What have they been
depending on for the last three or four
vears ¥ They have been depending on
condensed water, for which they have had
to puy threepence, fourpence, and up to
sixpence a gallon, and that is what a man
hus to pay out of his daily wage for
wuter alone, because someune has topay for
it, whether master or man. Thus, people
bave to pay £12 for a thousand gallons
of water, and we propose to deliver it
there for 3s. 6d. a thousand gallons.
Qur argument is that this is the best
scheme ; that it is a certain and never-
failing scheme; and that it will
supply the people of Coolgardie with
that which they have not got now,
and never can have, except by some
scheme of {his gsort.  If you can catch the
waters from the heavens—well, do it;
but T fail to see where the vatchinents are
which are to supply these goldfields. If
you build catchments, how are you going
to till them ? You cannot depend on the
rainfall. Another thing which influences
the Government is that not only do we
desire to give plenty of water, but also to
enable the people to have more comfort-
able conditions of living than they have
now on the goldfields. What they have
now is that 2 man cannot afford to wash
himself often ; for, though be works for
amaster, and is allowed two gallons a day,
yet, if he has a wife and family on the
fields, he must provide water for them
also out of his two gallons, because to
purchase more water would take the
whole of his wages at threepence, four-
pence, or sixpence a gallon. I donot want
them to livethere in dirt and without any
comfort, for ever. The Government are not
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prepaved to do that. We intend to put the
people in s good a position as the people
of Perbh are in, so far as water supply is
coucerned, because if this scheme is
carried out water will be as plentiful in
Coolgurdie as in Perth. Noone will then
feel the expense of paying for water, as
it will be so cheap, and no separate
charge will then, as now, be made for
supplying travellers and others on the
fields, because the water will be so cheap
that it will be included in the bill, and
not be charged as an extra item. If you
get a dinper, the charge for water wi]l be
included in the charge for the dinuer, A
3 feet 6 mch pipe full of water will
supply Southern Cross and all the railway
stations, and all the engines, and
every person who lives along the
route, so that a man will not only
be able to have plenty of water for
himself and his family, if he has one, but
also water will be available for small
irrigation areas. All this inhospitable,
waterless, unoccupted country between
here and Coolgardie will be so changed,
as a consequence of this water supply,
that it will be oceupied and cultivated,
that stock will be grazing upon it, that
tarmers will settle there and grow
produce forthegoldiiclds,and all that these
seltlers will require will be a tap anda
trongh alongside the railway to give their
stuck wator.

Me. IuLinaworrir: The water will be
all exlasted before it gets to Southern
Cross.

Tueg PREMIER (Hoen. Siv J.
Yorrest): I am glad the honoruble mem-
ber has reminded me of that ar gument.
He says it will be all lb(l\]lle(l on the
way, that it will be msed up before it
reaches the goldfields. If it will be so,
wewill put down another pipe and take

another five million gallons a
day there, because if the water
is used the scheme will pay

from the start. Another point I wish
to put is that this scheme will pay, and
will be absolutely repreductive. There-
fore, T say, if you will show me thata
work will pay from the start, from the
duy that 1t 13 constructed, I will bean
advocate of it ; but if you show me that
it won’t pay, I shall have my doubts about
it. On Tuesday next, it all goes well, I

will prove to the House that the scheme | so cheap before.

will pay, and therefore I now ask hon.
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members, both on this side and on the
other side of the House—for I donot
think this is a question for parties at all ;
it isa great national scheme, designed to
improve the public estate—I ask every
hon. member to withhold his judgment
for the present. We have heard to-
night that the estimates are all wrong,
and that the work cannot be done for the
money ; but T would like to know how the
hon. wember for Nannine can justify his
reflections on the Bugineer-in-Chief, and

say Mr. O'Connor’s estimates are all
wrong. Has it ever been proved that his

cstimates were wrong in this country
before 7 [Me. Simrson: The Mullewa
railway, for instance.] Well, Lam surprised
at the hon. member, for that railway
was passed in this House long before
the Engineer-in-Chief came into this
colony, or was thought of in this colony.
He has always been right in his esti-
mates, and if he has been able to do the
work for the amount that he has esti-
mated hitherto, we may reasonably
expect that be will be able to do it in
this case. As to the scheme not being

‘possible, we have heard enough of that.

It was said, T believe, at the beginning of
the railway era, that the trains would not
run along the rails. I believe Stephenson
was told that they would not g0; but he
said: “ We will make them go'’; d,ml he
did. The hon. member for Nunnine
prides himself on  being a  fair-
minded an, but it is not fair—I could
use a stronger word than that—it is not
fair to say that the engineer's estimates
are too much or too little, until the hon.
member has evidence to prove his state-
ments. I will stake— [M=r. ILLivG-
worTH: No, don’t; you will lose.j—
I will stake the reputation of the Govern-
ment that such a careful man would not
place before this House all the details of
a scheme, unless he was careful to satisfy
himself that it could be carrvied out for
the money. I believe he would rather err
on theother side, because he has been so
anxious and carveful to be within the
mark. I will endeavor to show you, on
Tuesday vext—and I think it is an im-
portfmt consideration—that this colony
cao afford to do this work ; and not only
that, buf that the work will pay when it
is done. Money is cheap; mnever was
Our credit is as good
as, if not better than, that of any other
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colonv in Australia; and now is our !
time, now is aur chance, to improve our |
public estate. And what can we do? |
Huving the opportunity of obtaining :
cheap money, I think that if ever we are
justified in incurving a debt for a public
work, we should make use of our oppor-
tunity on an occasion of this sort; for
pot only will we be able to give comfort
and plenty to the people on the Cool-
gardie goldfields, but we will be able to
convert the whole of the country ulong
the railway where the water goes from
the condition of o waterless wilderness
into a profituble food-producing area.
[Mz. James: What about the salt? ]
I ask hon. members, whatever may be
their predilections, whether this 11 a
time to scoff and sneer at the efforts of
the Government to serve the interests of
the Qoolgardie goldfields? I say most
of the prosperity of the colony has come
to us from the goldfields, and especiully
from the Coolgardie goldfields. These are
the lever which has lifted wus into pros-
perity and into affluence, and I say the
expenditure on this water scheme will be
our fribute to the people on these fields.
We will give them the one thing that is
likely to make that country habitable,
and to make life more comfortable than
it is at present. We will give them the
one thing that every man requires, from
the poorest child to the wealthiest man
on the fields—the one thing they bave
not got ut the present thme, unless a
person has a pocket full of money to pay
for it—we will give themn water, and by
doing so we will give hope and confidence
to the people of the mother country and
elsewhere, who have invested, they tell
me, sixty millions of money in these
groldficlds. It will give them hope and
confidence to wait until this water which
is 50 much needed in their mines can be
placed there. It will give them confi-
dencein trying to get water for themselves
in the meantime, knowing that, whether
their efforts be successful or not, the ’
Government are coming on as quickly as ’
they can with a certain supply. Tt will
also show that we believe in these gold- )
fields. and are willing to pledge the assels ’
|
|
|

of this country in developing what those
iuvestors also ure trying to develop.
There is no doubt, and I do not say it
complaningly at all, because no man is
wore sensible of the support which T and
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the Government have received in this
House and the country, during a long
course of years, but there is no doubt
thatI and those associated with me during
these five or six years bave bad a good
deal to contend with ; that we have been
opposed, and have bhad to carry our
measures almost by force of arms. We
have had the greatest difficulty in carry-
ing anything that we thought would be
a benefit to the country; and all these
things we have had to fight so bard
for—have they wpot heen successful?
If they have, that fact should give some
confidence thal wo are not likely to lead
the people and this House into disaster.
Tt is our desire to henefit these goldfields ;
but I am aware that some other persons
have water schemes of their own, that
some speculators want to make a lot of
money out of the people by supplying
water, and they do not care so long as
they can make their speculations pay.
I do not blame them. I suppose we are
all trying to amass wealth in one way or
another. But I am not going to be
thwarted from u plain duty, because
there are speculators who want to supply
water on their own account, and make
the people pay for it. We will do our
duty us a Ctovernment to the mass of the
people who are crying te us for waler.
What can o poor man do on the Cool-
gardie goldfields, if be has a wife and
children ?  He cannot take them there at
present, for they would use more water
than the whole of his wages could pay
for, in washing and cocking and other
requirements. The hon. member for
Nanniue said the scheme was inadequate.
T say that is the best argument for our
proposal, for if it is inadequate, it will
pay from the start, because the water
will all be used. Then the hon. member
goes on to say that the scheme is not
necessary, but I do not know how he can
justify that remark. I think he told us
there are 40,000 people at Coolgardie
and Kalgooriie, and how are they going
to get water?  Are they going to wait
the chance of boring for water? The
Govermnent ate boring now. Yesterday
the diamond drill was starled about two
miles trom Coolgardie, and I hope that
in a short time another drill will start
close to Kalgoorlie. We will bore into
the howels of the earth, in mauy places,
but are we groing to sit still while we are
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trying these experiments?  Are we going

to  wait many  wecks for = the
bore tv go down in this place
or that, when we Yknow that

this scheme will actually pay, and be no
burden to the colony ¥ What cause is
there for hanging back? Thehen. mem-
her complained also of the dearness of
living, and the Customs dutics bearing
on the people,  Well, in the settled dis-
tricts, in Perth and other places, where
we produce nothing, and have to buy
everything we use, the Customns dutics

press heavily.  The total amount, at
present, is about £5 per head.
Me. Inuiveworti @ £6 5s. a head.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I think it is less, but put it at £6. The
hon. member represents o goldfields con-
stituency, and a goldfield where water is
plentiful. T will ask him what the whole
of the Customs duties amount to on
that field, as compared with the taxa-
tion on the people of  Cool-
gardie alone for water. There is not &
tman on the Coclgardie fields but has to
live by himself, living withoul Tis
family, living like a blackfellow;
hon.

[ASSEMBLY.]

but the
member says yon must frust te |

boring into the bowels of the eaurth—

trast to anything or everything exeepl
the straightforward aud ecrtain supply
which tht, (Grovernment propose to give.

Mur. Iuniweworri: I never said one
of those things.

Tue PREMIER (Hoen. Sir John
Forrest) : At any rate, the hon. member
said something about the Customs duties,
and how wmuch they pressed on the
mining population ; but T say that charge
18 not.hmg compal ed to the tax for water
which the people on the eastern fields
have to endure. He says we ought to
reduce the OCustoms duties. I quite
agree with him, azd we are prepared to
do it, and will do it. At the same time,
we have to consider which is Dest
for the colony—to reduce the Cus-
toms duties and therchy reduce our
power of doing good, reduce our power
to wmake railways and waterworks, and
open up the country, or whether it is
better to keep the Customs dulies some-
thing near what they are now, and give the
people all those conveniences and neces.
saries whichareso desirable. My opinion 1s
that it is belter for the people of the
country to bear this taxution through the

Address-in-Reply.
Customs, than to reduce the duties
in such a wny as would deprive the

people of those things which they so
much need, and deprive those who are
seeking their fortunes in the interior from
having those advantages. I shall have
an oppolrunity of speaking fully on this
scheme on Tuesdiy next, and all T ask
now is for the House to thoroughly con-
sider this question. It is very much
agaunst the grain of this Cabinet that we
should have to bring forward this large
scheme, and have to be burdened with this
great debt, when 1t might so easily have
been otherwise, it there ad been a pleu-
tiful supply of water i short distance in
the earth.  But it has come to pass that
we are convinced there is no water there
in large quantity, or we have not been
able to find it. If anyone can offer a
better or a cheaper scheme, we shall be
glad to throw over aur schene and em-
brace his. TLet someone else propose a
better scheme, and you will find no
better supporters than myself and those
in the Governmment. I know the geo-
graphical features of the country, and
after considering over the matier for
more than a year, T can see no other plan
thut will givew suilicient supply of water.
Phat being my firm convicbion, am I now
to hesitate because through proposing
thtis scheme 1 may have to give np place
and power? No; T will go out of office
and sacrifice power to-morrow rather
than give up this scheme, which Lbelieve
will do s0 wmuch goud. T do ot believe
for o mowment in trusting to chance. Itis
just possible,of course,Lhatin putting down
& deep bore i the earth you might get an
artesian supply, although the experts
say it will not be so; but if you do find
water at a great depth, and if it does not
risp by pressure, I do not know how
you can get it up several thousand feet
in the quantities required. I am not
roing to wait for that, but would pre-
fer to go on with this scheme, which I
believe 1s practicable and certain.  The
hon. member, in his ecagerness to prove
his case, referred us to the Coliban
system in Victoria. T helieve that work,
of which T have seen the drawings and
pluns, is a great and noble work, which
will remain as a monument to those
who carried it out. The hon. wmember
says it does nol puy, but L am sure it is

, & good work, for it has given plenty
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of water, not only for the people of the | I ask hon. members, although I re.

large cities it serves, but also along
its route. I would like to ask him
what world hecome of the scheme which
he seems to sugygest for the conservation
of water on the surface of these pold-
fields, and what would be the position of
the peeple of Coolgurdie and Kalgoorlie,
if those fields were visited by a drought
such as he rvefers to as bhaving cecurred
on the Colibau catehment. The honorable
member thinkg that the private speculator
and the monopolist should be left to do
works of this kind. Yes; he would do
them, wnd he would probably leave the
hon. memher and the people in Lhe
lurch before they were done, and we
should have to buy those works from the
monopolist. If that is the sort of thing
the hon. member wants, he will have to
wailt until he is on these benches before he
can have it, for he will never get it whiie I
am here. As to his stutement that the
agricultural ratlways which we contem-
plate will not pay, I do notintend to take
those railways where they will not pay.
The hon. member for Nannine scans
the Speech, and thinks that he will
make a little personal attack upon me

in regard to the town of Bunbury.
I think that it is rather ungenevous

of him, if I may say so0, and Lhat he is
not ncting with the constderation that we
should expect from a man who aspires to
take a leading pesition. T have uever
indulged in personalities nor twilted him
about Nannine, but we propose to make
a railway to it, although the Government
have received very little political assist-
ance from him. In fact, when he goes
to that part of the vountry, he does s
best. to place our actions in as bad
a light as possible. The hon. member
says some unwarrantable things about
Bunbury. I do not know whether he has
ever been there, or whether he is
acquainted with its resources, but I shall
not stand hare and allow him to say with-
out.contradiction that harbor improvement
works are unnecessary and unwarrant-
able. T believe that they are necessary
and warranted, as Bunbury is the outlet
of a large extent of country, the
Vasse being the only other outlet in
that part of the country. Bunbury
requires these works, and I shall en-
deavor to give the people of Bunbury that
which

present that town and district, if I
have ever allowed that to unduly in-
fluence me in giving works to that part of
the country, or whether the works
when they have been completed  have
ever bgcome a burden to the country.
I say thal the South-Western and
other southern lines hauve been justified,
and that they will pay not only working
expenses, but also the interest and
sinking fund. I an positively assured
of that. For, leaving out the guestion
of c¢oal for the imoment, there are
valuable timber forests as well as agri-
cultural land along the routes which
will make the railways pay. 1 am
sure that the lou. gentleman will
regret in cooler moments having made
use of the inuuendo that I try to benefit
my constituency at the expense of the
colony. I have great pleasurein advocating
the wants of my owu district, when I can
do so with justice to the other parts of the
colony, but T may say that T lovk very care-
fully into such matters, for as u general
rule, one finds it casier to assist a stranger
than a friend. The bon. member not
once, hut many times in the course of his
specch, szid—and 1 do wot lhink it is
quite in order ; in fact, it was most offen-
sive to hon. members—that this House
was not, representative of the country. The
same wrgument can be used after every
election. This Parliament is enly two
vears old, Many of us were returned
unanimously and others by large majori-
ties, and yet the hon. member for Nan-

-nine says that we are not representative

of the country. I do not think that is
a reasonable or fair argument. It seens
to me that we vepresent the country
until Parliament expires or is dissolved.
I thoroughly believe that I represent the
feeling of my counstituents, and I am
quite sure that the same can be said
of nearly every hon. member in
the House. Well, then, I do not
think that this wag a fair observation for
the hon. member to make, and I tuke
this opportunily of saying so hecause the
same argument can he used by any hon.
member who at any time finds himself
i a mingrity. He has only to turn round
on his brother members,and tell them that
they do not represent the country. 1
say that we do represent the country.

they are justified in baving. ., Weare the only persous who do repre-
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sent the country, and we shall continue
to do so uutil Parliament expires, by
efluxion of timwe, or by a dissolution;
and [ say more, that we are quile com-
petent to manage the affairs of this
countrv, and we shall be able to do so
until the electors are again appealed to.
Ithink I may truly say that during the
time we have sat n this House
we  have been equal to the oe-
casion in  trying to promote the
colony’s interests. T wm sure that, on
reflection, the hon. member will see that
he has not put the matier of the expen-
. diture on the waferworks scheme i a
reasonable light, for he has made it
appear that the indebtedness upon the
two and a half millions of money will
commence immediately, whereas it would
not be until the money has been all
borrowed and spent thut the debt would
be increased to the anmount he speaks of,
by which time it would be probable thai
there would be a large increase of popu-
lation in the coieny. If the people con-
tinue to arrive at the rate at which they
have been doing tor the last two or bhree
years, we shall “hawve 200,000 people here
very soon. If the total national debt
amounted to ten millions at the end of
two or three years that wounld be an
mdebtedness of only £50 per head on
200,000 people, or less than the indebted-
ness per head of the population of any of
the olher colonies with the exception of
Victoria, where the debt 1s only £41 per
head, while in Queenslind the indebted-
ness s something like £67 per Lead. T
do not know that I need say any more on
this question. I wouldask hon. members,
whether they sit on one side ofthe House
or the other, to withhold judgment on the
Coolgardie waterworks question until they
have the details of the scheme betore
them. I donot look upon thisas n party
question. Tt is a great vational work,
which we shall do our best to carry out.
Within our experience a great many
people bave not accepted some of our
schemes atb first, buthave afterwards done
so. I may say that no one herehas so fully
considered the mutter as we have done,
but we have had the same difficulties ot
the outset upon other matters which did
not scem at first sight practicable, but
which were adopted, and which have
proved of great henefit to the country. T
feel quite sure that it there is any fault
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at all to be found with the present
Government and the policy which they
favor, it is that they are too progres-
sive.  We have greater faith in the
future than some hon. members—the
bou. member for Nannine, for ipstance.
He seems to have no faith in the future
of the country. He wants us to jog
along on ourown resources, to spend our
annual revenue only. 1 would like to
know what position we should have been
in if he had been in charge of the affairs
of the conntry for the last six years.
We would have hud no mining railways
and probably about three-quarters of a
million of revenue instead of nearly
iwo millions. T do not believe that
the opinion of the country is that we
shall jog along and throw our chances
away. I believe in having faith in our-
selves and in our splendid estate when
onr revenue is rising, and when the gold-
fields are prosperous, lunguishing only
for want of water. When everything is
at its best, are we going to sit down and
say we won't try to keep the country
going ?  This seems to be the opinion of
the hon. member for Naunine, not caring
whether the people of Coolcr ardiec get
wuber or not.  We ure progressive, and
thiat will continue to be vur policy. People
who enly want to spend the revenue of
the country and not take advantuge of
our position and opportunitics  will not
get me to jom them. They will not find
me in favorof standing still.  “ Let us
nol borrow any more moncy,” they say ;
“we shall be ruined;” and some of the
people who say this are those whose
property hus been mproved ten times
m vulue, and who are growimg rich out
of the progress which is being stimulated
by the past and present policy of the
Government. I say that these peopleare
those who ought to support the Govern-
ment in its desire to open up and develop
this country. The people of Perth and
Fremantle, whose property has increased
ten times 1o value, arve those who should
support the goldfields and send water to
the far east, which bas been the founda-
tion of their fortunes. Why should they
say we witl stand by and walt and see
what turns up?  The last words T will
say to hon. members are upon that
portion of the spceLh ol the hon. member
for Nannine in which he spoke of the
changes that have taken place in the
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personnel of the Government.
somewhat amusing. He said that there
bad been wany changes,

Premier was still at the helm. I an

glad to say that the Premier is still at -

the helm, and intends to stay lhere as

Iong as the House desires it, and not a
day longer; for when I find that I have

not the confidence of the memb srs of this

House, you will not find the Premier

anxious to stand atthe helm. (Cheers.)
Mg, SIMPSON moved the adjourn-

ment of the debate until next duy.
Agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10 15 p n.,
until next day.

Gouanct).

Wepxnespay, 15w Juny, 1896.

Fegrslatibe

Address - in - Reply ; presentation of—
Fares on Bastern Kellway—Southern
Cross-Covlyurdie Builway ; taking over
of same by  Government— Kalgonelin
Lailway ;  why wo lenders ealled —
Compunivs Act Amendment Il ; first
rewnding—Supply Bill;  first reading ;
second  reading; (hird  reading—
Adjournnent.

The President (Hon. Sir Geo. Shenton)
took the Chair at 4.30 o’'clock, p.m,

ADDRESS.IN-REPLY.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir Geo.
Shenton) announced that he had, in
company with hon. members, proceeded
to Government House and had presonted
the Address-in-Reply, and that His
Excellency had been pleased to receive
the sameand reply. (Vide Legislative
Council Votes and Proceedings, July
15th, 1896.

FARES ON EASTERN RAILWAY.

Tue Hon. E. RICHARDSON asked
the Minister for Mines: Does the Rail.
way Department intend to reduce the

It was |

and that the
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passenger-fares ou the Perth-Fremantle
line, and, if so, when?

Tug MINISTHUR FOR MINES
(Hon. E. H. Wittenoom}: Not at
present.

SOUTHERN CROSS-COOLGARDIE
RALLWAY.

Tug Hox. F. T. CROWDER
asked the Minister for Mines: 1. Was
the first section of the Sonthern Cross-
Coolgardie railway (taken over by the
Government last “week) fully ballasted,
and in every way finished according to
specifications ¥ If not, why was it
taken over and thc contractors relieved
from all further responsibility ?

Tar MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
K. H. Wittenoom) replied: 1. The
answer to this question is No; the section
was pot fully ballasted or finished
according to specifications, the terms on
which it was taken over from the con-
tractors being as set forth o a memor-
andum produced, dated 9th BMay, 1896.
2. The contractors were not relieved of
any responsibility. This will be evident
from the memorandum already referred
to. In addition to the stipulations in
the memorandum above quoted, the con-
tractor was also caused to give security,
in additien to his contract, by lodgment
of £4,000 per month for 10 months,
commencing in April last, vide agreement
duted 29th April, 1896 ; total, £40,000.

COOLGARDIE CONTRACT.

The du~ date for haunding over works
(as extended by adding lengths (o
Kalgoorlie)—

First Section, 11th June, 1896.

Second Section, 11th December, 1896.

Consideration of contractor’s claim for
extenston of time by reason of Rolling-
stock not heing delivered to him when
asked for.

1. Date for handing over First Section
to be 30th June, 1896, and three months
after that be allowed for completion of
all the works appertaining to that Section,
after which the penaliies provided for in
the contract will be enforced. The con-
tractor to maintain the railway at his
own cost during the said three months
allowed for completion of works, and the
term of six months’ maintenance provided
for in contract to commence when the



